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Abstract

One of the issues that humanity has long been curious to know is the gender of fetus
before birth. Today, with the advancement of human sciences, the fetus's gender
is determined from the moment of fertilization. Deniers and opponents have chal-
lenged verses 37-39 of Surat al-Qiyamah, which outline some stages of fetal devel-
opment, claiming that these verses stipulate determining the fetus's gender after the
clot stage (Alaqah). They also believe that knowing the fetus's gender, as stated in
the verse, "He knows what is in the wombs," is the exclusive domain of God. How-
ever, the fetus's gender can be determined before birth, if it is male or female, thus,
these issues in the Qur'an conflict with modern science. Using a critical-analytical
approach and sound interpretive methods, this study concluded that in verses 37-39
of Surat al-Qiyamah, two opinions have been put forward among interpreters: one
is that the pronoun in "fa ja'ala minhu" (then made of it/him) refers to to man, and in
another view, to the sperm. According to the Holy Qur'an, the sperm is the first step
of embryo formation. Some verses refer to the gender of the embryo at the sperm
stage (Nutfah), not at the clot stage (Alaqah). The Almighty's statement, "He knows
what is in the wombs," means detailed knowledge and complete comprehension of
all the characteristics in all wombs. This knowledge is exclusive to God and does
not conflict with general knowledge of certain aspects of the fetus.
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