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Abstract

This article examines the legal and jurisprudential status of women and men in the
Qur’anic verses and, through a comparative lens, contrasts the position of women
in earlier civilizations (such as pre-Islamic Arabia, Greece, Rome, India, and Iran)
as well as in modern Western societies. It highlights the fundamental differenc-
es between Islamic thought and other schools of thought. Drawing upon Qur’anic
verses and prophetic traditions, the author argues that Islam does not regard women
as instruments or subordinate beings, but rather as dual-dimensional entities (both
physical and spiritual) with equal rights in the spheres of worship, ethics, and the
Hereafter. The paper maintains that certain common misconceptions—such as male
guardianship (qiwamah), consultation with women, women'’s inheritance, the wait-
ing period after a husband’s death, and polygamy—arise from a unilateral reading
of scriptural texts and do not conflict with the principle of gender equality in Islam.
Moreover, the Qur’an’s greater emphasis on men in some legal and social contexts
is not indicative of inherent superiority, but rather reflects the natural division of
roles, financial responsibilities of men within the family, and the individual and
social needs of both genders. Examples such as God’s direct address to women (e.g.
Mary and the mother of Moses), the Qur’an’s emphasis on equality in the Hereaf-
ter (Qur’an 40:40), the criterion of piety as the sole measure of human excellence
(Qur’an 49:13), and the explicit denial of inherent superiority of either gender along
with the prohibition of coveting each other’s roles (Qur’an 4:32) are presented as
decisive evidence for equality and the absence of intrinsic distinction between men
and women.
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