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Abstract

The beginning of the wave of Arab revolutions in the Middle East and North Afri-
cain late 2010 changed the regime pattern in the region and the actions of some
regional actors. The developments brought about by the popular uprisings and
the decline of classical powers in the region such as Egypt, Syria and Iraq encour-
aged the UAE to play a role as an emerging power and a major player in regional
equations by increasing its geopolitical weight. The UAE, which had established
good relations with Bashar al-Assad’s government until 2011 and was consid-
ered one of the largest foreign investors in Syria, severed its diplomatic relations
with Damascus at the beginning of the crisis and started supporting the Syrian
opposition. The years 2012 to 2014 were the era of aggressive foreign policy
and the peak of the UAE's efforts to overthrow Bashar al-Assad's government,
but from the beginning of 2018, Abu Dhabi's approach changed from the policy
of threats and pressure to the policy of de-escalation and normalization of rela-
tions.The visit of the UAE foreign minister to Damascus at the end of 2021 and
the visit of the Syrian president to the UAE at the beginning of 2022 is considered
a turning point in the relations between the UAE and Syria. Therefore, the cur-
rent research, using the descriptive-analytical method and relying on library and
electronic sources, seeks to answer the question, what is the reason for the UAE's
turn from an aggressive policy to the normalization of relations with Syria?
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