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“Everyone Has Their Own Idiom”
Tagiyya and Identity among the Gupti Community of India
Shafique Nizarali Virani' / Seddigheh Kardan? / Zeinab Farokhi®* / Shaftolu
Gulamadov*

Abstract

Tagiyyah, or pious circumspection, is a long-established practice in the
history of Islam. It is normally adopted by minority or otherwise
disadvantaged groups of Muslims who fear negative repercussions
should their real faith become known. Historically, SAi ‘ah Muslims, both
Ithna- ‘ashart and Isma Tli, have sometimes had to live as Sunnis, who
form the dominant community. However, the Guptis of Bhavnagar,
India, represent an unexplored case of tagiyyah, and challenge
traditional categories of religious identity in South Asia. The Guptis are
followers of the Isma Tlt Imam, and their name means secret or hidden
ones. In the context of India, they take refuge not as Sunni Muslims, but
as Hindus. The Gupti practice of taqiyyah is exceptional for another
reason: Hinduism is not simply a veil used to avoid harmful
consequences, but forms an integral part of the Gupti belief system and
identity, and the basis of their conviction in the Aga Khan, not only as
the Imam, but as the avatara of the current age.

Keywords:Tagiyyah, Gupti, Hindu, Isma‘1li, Gujarat, Ginan, Imam.
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Who are we to draw the line?

There is only ane religion in our country, Indian. Send in your help for the Gujarat riot victims to

Actionaid India Society, 34 Richmond Road, Bangalore, India. All contributions are exempt under act!onald
india society
section 80G
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