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Fatimid Educational Institutions and Civilizational Developments in
the Maghrib (297-362 A. H.)

Faezeh Abdolali'/ Zeinab Fazli?/ Fariba Pat3

Abstract

Educational institutions and the quality and quantity of their functions
are among the indicators for evaluating the cultural and civilizational
situation of each historical period. An important historical feature of the
Fatimids in Maghrib is the establishment of Fatimid Ismaili educational
institutions. What is often considered about these institutions is their
missionary and religious aspect, whereas in fact they were educational
institutions that had a missionary function at the same time. The
Madjalis al-Hikmah is one of these institutions that emerged in Africa
during this period and taught science or wisdom in the Ismaili sense .
During this period, Munazira was also used by Ismailis extensively as an
educational institution in the Maghrib, and as a result, a new chapter
was opened not only in the history of this educational institution in the
history of Islam, but also in the history of religious debate and religious
thought in the Maghrib. In addition, the tangible and objective result of
the Ismaili educational activities and the Fatimid scientific and
missionary institutions was the emergence of prominent personalities
such as Qadi al-Nu ‘man, who wrote important works in various sciences
and thus played an important role in the consolidation and expansion of
the scientific, educational and religious discourse of the Fatimids not
only in the Maghrib but also in later periods.

Keywords: Islamic Civilization, Fatimid Educational Institutions,
Islamic Maghrib, Madjalis al-Hikma, al- Munazirat, Qadi al-Nu ‘man.
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