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Examining the Status of Manuscripts Endowed by Shah Abbas Safavi to the

Shrine of Hazrat Fatimah Masoumeh (PBUH)
Kazem Ostadi'
Abstract
During his long reign, Shah Abbas Safavi (d. 1038 AH) paid special attention to the
establishment of religious schools and seminaries, as well as the publication of books
and their endowments. Apart from that, he personally endowed several large
collections of manuscripts to some holy shrines and seminaries; among them, he
endowed one hundred and ten small and large manuscripts to the Fatimah Kazemiyeh
Musaviyeh shrine and to the aforementioned Astaneh Madrasah in Dar al-Momineen
Qom on the date of Gharat al-Shahr Dhu al-Qa dah al-Haram in the year 1037 AH. It
was appropriate to conduct a field study and statistical study to see what the status of
these manuscripts endowed by Shah Abbas and their inventory are? And how many of
these one hundred and ten endowments exist in the Astaneh library of Qom at present;
and what are the catalog specifications of these manuscripts? After the study, it was
found that from this collection, only six manuscripts, ‘Rawd al-Jinan (3 volumes); Al-
Shujarah al-Ilahiyah; AlI-Mabahath al-Mashreeqiyah; Annotation on the Explanation
of the Nusafiyah Beliefs" are now available at the entrance to Qom and the Fayziyyah
School next to it; and the remaining endowment manuscripts are missing and no
information is available about them.
Keywords: Safavid endowments, Astaneh Library of Qom, Fatimid Shrine of
Kazemiyeh, Faiziyeh Library, Theft of Manuscripts.

1. Islamic Studies and Manuscript Researcher, Graduate of Quran and Hadith Sciences,
University of Quran and Hadith, Qom, Iran. kazemostadi@gmail.com
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