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The New Science in the Thought of Seyyed Jamal al-Din Asadabadi:
Ideas, Pathology and Solutions

Anvar khalandi!

Iraj Varfinezhad?

Abstract

Considering the advancements of Western countries due to science from
the seventeenth century onwards, the necessity of addressing this issue
was felt more than ever by Muslim thinkers in the 13th century AH/19th
century AD. One of the first Muslim thinkers who understood this
necessity and began to analyze the scientific status of Muslims was
Seyyed Jamal al-Din Asadabadi. This research aims to analyze Seyyed
Jamal's views on science in more detail. The present study, seeks to
answer the question: Given the specific conditions of the time, what
position did Seyyed Jamal attach to science, how did he analyze the
scientific status of the Islamic world, and what solutions did he offer to
overcome it?

The research findings show that Seyyed Jamal, with a deep
understanding of the position and importance of science in the progress
of societies, examined the scientific status of the Islamic world, and
while presenting his own classification of sciences, he also presented
solutions such as establishing new schools and emphasizing education in
the native language. Also, Seyyed Jamal, taking a critical look at the
blind imitation of Western sciences, emphasized the importance of
philosophy and history as two important sciences for overcoming the
current situation. From Seyyed Jamal's perspective, philosophy and
history were powerful sciences for understanding the past, analyzing the
current situation, and drawing a bright future for Islamic societies. The
research method is descriptive-analytical with an emphasis on content
analysis, based on the writings and correspondence of Seyyed Jamal al-
Din, and the method of data collection is library-based.

Keywords: Seyyed Jamal al-Din Asadabadi, science, pathology, history,
philosophy.
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