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The use of the Nastaliq script in the court of the Mughals of India
Historical texts, administrative documents
zeynab abolhasani!/ Mohsen Masumi?
Abstract

The Nasta'liq script flourished during the Timurid era in Iran and gained a special status during
the Safavid period. Due to its aesthetic beauty and visually striking impact, it made its way to the
Indian subcontinent, where it was particularly favored by the Mughal emperors. It became the
prevalent and practical script for their administrative and bureaucratic affairs, surpassing other
scripts in popularity and attention. In the present study, the application of the Nastaliq script and
its significance and position in historiography and administrative and bureaucratic documents
during the Mughal period in India is examined. Efforts have been made to answer the following
questions: What were the factors influencing the popularity of Nastaliq writing during the
Mughal period in India? In what areas was the Nastaliq script predominantly used during this
period? And to what extent was Nastaliq writing during this period influenced by the prevalence
of this art and craft in Iran? The results of this research, conducted using a descriptive-analytical
method with a historical approach, indicate that the interest of the Mughal kings in India in the
Persian Nastaliq script and the presence of Persian scribes and calligraphers at their court
encouraged and consequently led to the widespread popularity of this art in stone engraving,
precious vessels, and writing on coins, as well as the preparation of royal albums (the Golshan
and Golestan albums and the Indian and Persian albums), literary texts, and especially in the
production of historical sources and administrative and bureaucratic documents, each of which
can be studied separately. This research also aims to focus on the application of Nastaliq writing
in historical texts and administrative and bureaucratic documents.

Keywords: Mughal India, Nasta'liq calligraphy, historical texts, administrative and

official documents.
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