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A Series of Theoretical Explorations on Literary History Based on the Views of René¢ Wellek (1)
Omid Tabibzadeh

Abstract: René Wellek (1903-1995), a distinguished literary scholar and linguist, was originally Austrian but began and
completed his university studies in Prague. In 1939, following the Nazi occupation of Prague, he emigrated to England and then
to the United States. A student of the Prague structuralist school, he succeeded in synthesizing his ideas with the principles of
the New Critical formalist approach in America, ushering in a new era of literary studies worldwide. One of his most important
works is Theory of Literature (1948), co-authored with the American critic Austin Warren (1899-1986). Fortunately, this book
has been translated into Persian with both precision and scholarly care, and it stands as one of the most significant and influential
works in literary research—serving, from its first publication to the present day, as a theoretical guide for a wide range of scholars
in literary criticism, literary history, and comparative literature across the globe. Although many of Wellek's works have been
translated into Persian, traces of his ideas are scarcely visible in Persian-language works, whether in books and articles on literary
criticism, literary history, and comparative literature, or even in master’s theses and doctoral dissertations in these fields. This is
certainly not due to the quality of the Persian translations, as the translators were generally competent scholars well-acquainted
with Wellek’s thought, producing accurate renditions. Rather, the problem lies primarily in the complexity and conciseness of
WelleK’s prose, coupled with his numerous unelaborated references to older or contemporary subjects and sources. These features
often quickly tire the reader and discourage further study. In this series of articles, I aim to introduce, critique, and examine René
Wellek’s views on literary history. This series consists of three main parts, each comprising two to several different chapters. In
the first part, drawing on various works by Wellek and supported by examples from Persian literature, I present his theory of
literary history. The second part discusses critiques written of his views, and finally, the third part offers critical analyses of selected
studies on the history of Persian literature in light of Wellek’s theories.

Keywords: René¢ Wellek, literary history, history of Persian literature.
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1. Rene Wellek, The Rise of English Literary History, Chapel Hill, The University of North Carolina Press, 1941.

2. A “History of English Literary History”
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Wendell V. Harris, “What is literary History”, in: College English, Vol. 56, No. 4, (Apr., 1994), pp. 434-451.
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René Wellek, “Six Types of Literary History”, in: English Institute Essays 1946; The Critical Significance of
Biographical Evidence; The Methods of Literary Studies, New York, Columbia University Press, 1947, pp. 107-126.
i Sty & Sl gl 5 151 (e > iy sl T o5 et a5 Loyl 51 i o
el 2 OB Lol Lty 4% 5 el
w0338l 0 4 358 OEUSLE IS el (sl ey O slalyze plad 5 i sla sy i ]S Y
3. Latin: historia litteraria
4. William Cave
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1. Henry Morely, English Writers: The Writers before Chaucer (London, 1864), Preface; W. J. Courthope, 4
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1. Sir Sidney Lee

2. The place of English Literature in the Modern University (London, 1913), reprinted in Elizabethan and other
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1. Hardin Craig
2. Anachronistic
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4. E. E. Stoll
5. E.g., in Lily Campbell, Shakespeare’s Tragic Heroes: Slaves of Passion (Cambridge, 1930); Oscar J. Campbell,
“What is the Matter with Hamlet”, Yale Review, XXXII (1942), 309-22.
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11. Tthaca, N.Y., 1941.
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“The Mode of Existence of a Literary work of Art,” Southern Review, VII (1942), 735-54. See also W. K.

Wimsatt, Jr., and M. C. Beardsley, “Intention,” in Dictionary of World Literature, ed. Joseph E. Shipley

(New York, 1944), pp. 326-29, and “The International Fallacy,” Sewanee Review, LIV (1946), 468-88.

2. See Louis Teeter, “Scholarship and the Art of Criticism,” ELH, V (1938), 173-194; Harold Cherniss, “The
Biographical Fashion in Literary Criticism,” University of California Publication in Classical Philology, XII
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6. The Principle of Art (Oxford, 1938), p. 4.
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1. Norman Forester

2. The American Scholar (Chapel Hill, N.C., 1929).





