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The Ash’arites consider the existence of intentions and ends to be com-
pletely ruled out in divine actions, but the judiciary believes that the Shari’a
rulings are subject to real interests and corruptions. The important question
that arises here is whether the interests and corruptions necessarily lie in
the belonging of the duties or whether the principle of the duties must be
expedient and corrupt, even if the belongings of the duties have no criteria?
Celebrities have presented the argument in a way that confirms the first
aspect. On the contrary, some believe that the task should include criteria.
This criterion can be in the possession of the command and prohibition or
the command and prohibition itself. Another question is whether there is
no distinction between worship and transaction in the statement that the
human intellect is not able to understand the criteria of the rulings in or-
der to generalize and assign the rulings based on the apparent causes and
suspicious discoveries? In this research, which has been done analytically,
an attempt has been made to provide an answer to these two questions by
considering the appropriateness of the news of Muhammad ibn Sinan from
Imam Reza PBUH, assuming the authenticity of the document, and regard-
less of other rational and narrative arguments.
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rules of criteria”, “Rules of transactions”.
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Introduction

Background and Significance

A central issue in Islamic theology and jurisprudence concerns the relationship
between divine commands and their purposes. The Ash‘arites (al-Asha‘ira) deny
that God’s actions—including legislation—are tied to purposes (aghrad) or final
causes (ghayat). For them, goodness (husn) and evil (qubh) are determined sole-
ly by divine designation: “al-hasan ma hassanahu al-shari‘ wa’l-qabth ma qab-
bahahu.” By contrast, the ‘Adliyya—a label encompassing the Imamiyya and the
Mu ‘tazila—argue that rulings correspond to real benefits (masalih) and harms
(mafasid) inherent in actions. This claim reflects their theological commitment
to divine justice, which presupposes that God’s legislation is never arbitrary but
always grounded in objective realities.

The implications of this dispute reach far beyond theology into usil al-figh
(legal theory). If rulings are bound to real purposes, then jurists must ask: where
are these purposes located, and to what extent can human reason discern them?
The answers determine the possibility of extending or restricting rulings and, by
extension, the scope of legal dynamism.

Research Questions
This study addresses two interrelated questions:

1. Are benefits and harms located in the object of divine rulings, or can they
instead lie in the very imposition of the command, even if the object itself lacks
inherent value?

The majority opinion within the ‘Adliyya emphasizes that the object of a rul-
ing must embody benefit or harm. Yet some voices maintain that the command
itself may embody benefit, regardless of the object’s nature.

2. Does human reason’s inability to discern the purposes of rulings apply equal-
ly to ritual worship (‘ibadat) and transactions (mu‘amalat)?

While jurists generally deny reason’s capacity to uncover legal rationales
except in explicitly stated (mansiis al-‘illa) or definitively derived cases (tan-
gth al-manat al-qat ‘1), the functional differences between ‘ibadat and mu‘amalat
suggest the need for further nuance.

Methodology

To explore these questions, this study sets aside broader rational and textual ar-
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guments and focuses instead on the narration of Muhammad b. Sinan from Imam
al-Rida (‘a). By assuming its authenticity for the sake of argument, the analysis
interprets its content to determine whether it supports the view that benefit lies
in the object of rulings or in the command itself. The report is also examined
for its implications regarding reason’s role in discerning purposes in ‘ibadat and
mu‘amalat.

This approach is both hermeneutical and analytical, seeking to extract meaning
from a specific text rather than relying on general theological principles.

Findings
Three main conclusions emerge from this analysis:
1. The narration favors locating benefit in the object of rulings.

The structure of the report strongly links divine rulings to real-world ben-
efits and harms. This supports the mainstream ‘Adliyya stance that rulings are
grounded in objective realities, not arbitrary divine will. The Figh al-Rida further
corroborates this interpretation, emphasizing that rulings are not mere tests of
obedience but instruments of genuine welfare.

2. Reason’s incapacity is limited to ‘ibadat.

In ritual matters, where benefits are hidden and eschatological, human reason
cannot reliably identify purposes. Only explicit or definitively established causes
may guide extension or restriction of rulings. Speculative reasoning (‘ilal mus-
tanbata zanniyya) carries no authority here.

In mu‘amalat, however, the situation differs. These laws largely pre-existed
Islam and were ratified (imda’) with limited modification. Their purposes—such
as regulating contracts, preventing harm, and ensuring fairness—are worldly and
transparent. Since human reason helped shape them originally, it can also play a
role in their continuation and adaptation.

3. Legal implications.

In ‘ibadat, legal reasoning must remain confined to explicit textual evidence,
preserving the transcendence and inscrutability of worship. In mu‘amalat, by
contrast, jurists may legitimately use conjectural reasoning to extend rulings to
new contexts or suspend them when their purposes are no longer realized. This
allows law to respond flexibly to changing social realities while maintaining
fidelity to the principle that rulings are grounded in benefit and harm.
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Conclusion

This study confirms the ‘Adliyya conviction that divine rulings are never arbi-
trary but reflect real benefits and harms. The narration of Muhammad b. Sinan
supports the view that these are located in the object of rulings, not merely in the
act of command. Moreover, the study establishes a critical distinction: while rea-
son is incapable of discerning divine purposes in ‘ibadat, it retains a constructive
role in mu‘amalat.

The broader implications for legal theory are significant. Recognizing this dis-
tinction enables a more balanced approach: preserving strict textual adherence
in ritual law while allowing reason greater authority in transactional law. This
dual approach reflects both the transcendence of worship and the practical ra-
tionality of social dealings, aligning law with divine justice and human welfare
alike.
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