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The extended narration of Imam al-Rida (A) in Marv stands as one of the
most profound and comprehensive hadiths concerning the status of Imam-
ate. The central question of this article is a critical reassessment of the
prevailing scholarly view, which treats the attributes of the Imam’s knowl-
edge—such as being divinely gifted, present (hudri), infallible, capable
of increase, detailed, actual, and certain—as parallel and independent fea-
tures. This study argues that these are not separate or coexisting attributes;
rather, the Imam’s knowledge is fundamentally and essentially a gifted
knowledge (‘ilm mawhiib1), a simple and unifying quality from which all
other traits emanate. The divine gift (hibah ilahiyah) serves as the founda-
tional epistemic principle that gives rise to both the quantity and quality of
the Imam’s knowledge.

Specifically, this divine bestowal renders the Imam’s knowledge detailed
and augmentable in terms of quantity, and infallible, certain, immediate,
and actualized in terms of quality. Consequently, a revised classification is
proposed: instead of referring to a set of plural attributes, the term “gifted
knowledge” should be adopted as a singular, essential description, with
its characteristics reorganized into quantitative and qualitative categories.
This article, employing an analytical method based on Imam al-Rida’s nar-
ration and related interpretive hadiths, first establishes divine giftedness as
the essential and simple quality of the Imam’s knowledge. It then seeks to
answer the core question: How does divine gifting impact the quantitative
and qualitative dimensions of the Imam’s knowledge?

Gifted Knowledge, Imam al-Rida (A), Imam’s Knowledge, Quantity and
Quality of Knowledge.
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Introduction

In Shi‘'T theology, the epistemological status of the Imam occupies a central and
elevated position. The Imam is not merely a jurist, scholar, or political leader,
but a divinely appointed figure endowed with a unique form of knowledge that
transcends the bounds of ordinary human cognition. This knowledge is neither
acquired through study nor derived from empirical experience or rational de-
duction; rather, it is an extraordinary type of divinely bestowed knowledge that
sets the Imam apart from all other human beings, including the most learned
mujtahids. It is a form of epistemic access that is immediate, certain, infallible,
and continually expanding—all without the intervention of conventional peda-
gogical processes.

Classical hadith literature and theological discourse offer numerous descrip-
tions of this special knowledge, often listing its traits as discrete and independent
attributes. However, this study proposes a revision of that approach. Instead of
treating qualities such as infallibility, certainty, intuitive immediacy, and detail as
parallel properties, it argues that they are all derivations of a single ontological
foundation: the divine giftedness (mohibat) of the Imam’s knowledge. This di-
vine act of bestowal is not merely a mode of transmission; it is the very substance
and source of the Imam’s epistemic authority.

The distinction between gifted and acquired knowledge is thus not inciden-
tal—it is essential. Whereas acquired knowledge is fallible, partial, and subject
to process and error, gifted knowledge is holistic, immediate, and immune to
mistake. Among the textual sources, the narration of Imam al-Rida (A) in Marw
stands out as the most comprehensive articulation of this doctrine and forms the
cornerstone of the present inquiry.

Methodology

This study follows a descriptive-analytical method, grounded in a conceptual
examination of key Shi‘T hadiths. The research is rooted in a close reading of the
extended narration of Imam al-Rida (peace be upon him) in Marw, with special
attention to key expressions such as: the knower who does not err, the source of
knowledge, ever-growing knowledge, inspired, supported, infallible, and guid-
ed,exclusively endowed with knowledge.

The analysis reconstructs a coherent and integrated model of the Imam’s knowl-
edge, using deductive reasoning to demonstrate that all epistemic features of the
Imam derive from the divine act of bestowal (hibah). A comparative approach
is also employed to highlight the epistemological distinctions between acquired
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and gifted knowledge.

A close examination of the narration from Imam al-Rida (A) reveals a foun-
dational theological and epistemological insight: the Imam’s knowledge is not
attained through human effort, study, or acquisition but is entirely a divine gift.
This divine bestowal is not one trait among many; it forms the essence from
which all other features of his knowledge emerge.

Phrases such as ‘alim 12 yajhal (“a knower who is never ignorant”), alhamahu
al-‘ilma ilhaman (“he has been divinely inspired”), and min ghayr talab wa 1a
iktisab (“without pursuit or acquisition”) signal a form of knowledge that tran-
scends human epistemology. Unlike ordinary knowledge, which is gradual and
mediated, the Imam’s knowledge is immediate, infallible, and implanted by God.
This directness grants him certainty, presence, and grasp of intricate details be-
yond human reach.

Attributes like infallibility, certainty, immediacy, comprehensiveness, and
growth are not independent traits but consequences of divine bestowal. Without
this, such features would be incoherent. Acquired knowledge is inherently prone
to error and lacks immediacy.

While classical scholarship often treats divine gifting as one among many traits,
this paper argues it is the epistemic foundation. This reorientation clarifies why
the Imam’s knowledge is flawless and unique.

The narration from Marv articulates this clearly. It describes the Imam as di-
vinely inspired, protected from error, and ever-increasing in knowledge through
grace. His knowledge belongs to a sui generis category shared only with the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

The concept of istikmal (capacity for increase) underscores the dynamic nature
of this gift. The Imam’s knowledge expands through ongoing divine favor—re-
flecting continuity, not prior deficiency.

Moreover, the Imam is the custodian of divine knowledge. As described in Zi-
yarat Jami‘a Kabira, he is the “treasurer of God’s knowledge” and “repository of
His wisdom.” Theologically, while God retains ultimate knowledge, He bestows
portions upon selected individuals—chief among them, the Imam.

This exclusivity highlights another essential feature: the Imam’s knowledge is
non-acquisitional, given min ghayr talab—without effort. Such a gift is essential
for the perfect human who must guide others through divine understanding.

As the Quran is ever-living and contains guidance for all time, its custodian
must likewise be perpetually present. The Imam, bearing this knowledge, fulfills
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that role, as the Quran itself states its verses reside in the hearts of its bearers.

In conclusion, the Imam’s knowledge stands apart due to its divine giftedness.
This principle explains its infallibility, certainty, immediacy, detail, and growth.
The Imam is not simply a scholar or prophet but a divinely chosen bearer of
sacred knowledge, whose epistemic status rests on God’s ongoing grace and be-
stowal.
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