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The issue of divine will, like many of God’s attributes, has always been
the subject of debate and controversy among philosophers, theologians and
orators. In the discussion that will is one of the divine attributes, there is no
doubt or disagreement, and everyone considers it to be one of the attributes
of divine perfection, but the difference of opinion is in the truth of will. The
topic of discussion in this research is a famous hadith of Imam Reza, in
which he explains the truth of divine will and the difference between it and
human will. In this hadith, Imam Reza considers the divine will to mean
“creation of action” and the human will as “inner song” and the result of
previous thoughts and mentalities, and briefly explains their difference. In
fact, when we are faced with the content of this hadith, we are faced with
two main issues: the difference between the will of God and the will of
man, and the attribute of essence or the attribute of the act of God’s will.
In this research, we have explained the hadith of Imam Reza regarding the
difference between the will of God and the will of man, and the attribute of
essence or the attribute of action of God’s will.

divine will, human will, essence attribute, verb attribute, Hadith.
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Introduction

The question of Divine Will has been one of the most profound and debated top-
ics in Islamic theology, philosophy, and hadith sciences throughout history. Like
many divine attributes, the nature and reality of God’s will have sparked ongoing
discussions among scholars, including philosophers, theologians (mutakallim-
un), and hadith specialists (muhaddithun). While there is unanimous agreement
that will (irada) is an essential and perfect attribute of God, the precise under-
standing and interpretation of this attribute, especially in contrast to human will,
remain a matter of extensive scholarly divergence. These differences arise partly
due to the complex metaphysical nature of will and partly due to the varied her-
meneutical and philosophical frameworks employed by scholars in their inquiry.

Divine Will, as a concept, occupies a crucial place in the Islamic intellectual
tradition because it directly pertains to God’s sovereignty, omnipotence, and the
manner in which the divine interacts with the created world. Philosophers have
debated whether Divine Will is an inherent essential attribute (sifat dhatiyyah)
of God or rather an attribute manifested through divine action (sifat fi’liyyah).
Theologians have explored the implications of Divine Will for human freedom,
causality, and the problem of evil, while hadith scholars have investigated the
authenticity and interpretation of narrations related to Divine Will.

Within this rich scholarly tradition, the Quran and the narrations of the Ahl
al-Bayt—the purified progeny of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)—serve as
primary sources of authoritative guidance. The Ahl al-Bayt are considered by
many Muslims, particularly within the Shi’a tradition, as the ultimate interpret-
ers of divine knowledge and the true expositors of the Quranic message. Their
narrations provide invaluable insights that supplement and sometimes clarify the
sometimes ambiguous or contested philosophical discussions.

A particularly significant hadith, narrated from Imam Reza (PBUH), stands out
as a key text in this field. In this hadith, Imam Reza succinctly distinguishes be-
tween Divine Will and human will. He states that Divine Will essentially means
“the creation of action” — that is, God’s will is inherently efficacious and di-
rectly brings about the existence of acts and events. In contrast, human will is
described as “an internal inclination” (ahang-e darooni), which arises from prior
deliberations, thoughts, and mental processes. This distinction is fundamental as
it clarifies the ontological and functional differences between the two types of
will and highlights the unique and active nature of Divine Will compared to the
passive and contingent nature of human volition.

In this research, we engage with two core questions derived from the content of
this hadith: first, what is the precise difference between Divine Will and human
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will? And second, should Divine Will be classified as an essential attribute (sifat
dhatiyyah) or as an attribute of action (sifat fi’liyyah)? These questions have
critical implications for understanding God’s essence and attributes, the nature
of causality, and the problem of human free will.

To answer these questions, the study employs a descriptive-analytical method-
ology. It first briefly outlines the diverse opinions of classical and contemporary
scholars, examining the philosophical and theological debates surrounding Di-
vine Will. Then, through a close linguistic and semantic analysis of the hadith’s
key terms and phrases, the study elucidates the implications of Imam Reza’s
teaching. Finally, it uses rational arguments and corroborative textual evidence
to support the interpretation presented.

The science of Tawhid, or the knowledge of divine unity and attributes, is one
of the most elevated fields of Islamic knowledge. Among the topics that have
provoked much debate in this discipline, Divine Will occupies a central place
due to its implications for God’s omnipotence and the nature of the created order.
Recognizing this, our study seeks to clarify the concept by analyzing a well-
known hadith from Imam Reza (PBUH) to address the doctrinal and philosoph-
ical confusions that have historically surrounded this issue.

One of the primary objectives of this research is to present a clear exposition of
Imam Reza’s teaching on Divine Will, emphasizing its fundamental difference
from human will. Understanding this difference not only helps to resolve some
intellectual puzzles butalso provides a foundation for answering theological ques-
tions concerning divine omnipotence, human agency, and moral responsibility.

The necessity of this research stems from several factors. First, despite the ex-
tensive literature on Divine Will in Islamic thought, there remains no definitive
consensus. The plurality of interpretations often leads to confusion, especially
for students and scholars attempting to reconcile philosophical reasoning with
revealed texts. Second, since human reason alone is limited in its capacity to
apprehend metaphysical realities fully, recourse to authentic Quranic and hadith
teachings is essential. The narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt are particularly valuable
in this regard, as they represent the most reliable and insightful explanations of
complex theological matters.

Before engaging in the content analysis of any hadith, establishing its authen-
ticity and reliability through rigorous isnad (chain of transmission) examination
is indispensable. This research carefully investigates the sanad of the hadith at-
tributed to Imam Reza (PBUH) to ensure the validity of the textual basis for
analysis.
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The methodology adopted is descriptive-analytical, involving systematic con-
tent analysis. It includes defining and explaining the key terms used in the had-
ith, comparing various scholarly interpretations, critically assessing incorrect or
weak opinions, and concluding with an interpretation supported by both reason
and textual evidence.

Areview of previous studies reveals a wealth of scholarly work on Divine Will,
including commentaries on classical sources such as Usul al-Kafi and Kitab al-
Tawhid. Scholars like Aqwam Karbasi (2020), Allah Badashti (2020), Fakhar
Noughani and Rabii (2020), and others have provided valuable insights into Di-
vine Will’s philosophical and theological dimensions. However, most of these
works treat the hadith in question only briefly or as supplementary evidence
rather than a primary subject of investigation.

This study’s originality lies in its focused and in-depth analysis of Imam Reza’s
hadith, providing a coherent exposition of his view on the distinction between
Divine and human will. By doing so, it fills a gap in the existing literature and
offers a clear framework for understanding the unique nature of Divine Will as
portrayed in Islamic tradition.

Ultimately, this research advances the understanding of Divine Will as an ac-
tive, creative, and essential divine attribute, fundamentally distinct from the
passive and contingent human will. This clarification aids in resolving theolog-
ical disputes about God’s sovereignty and human freedom and enriches Islamic
metaphysical discourse by highlighting the epistemological and ontological dis-
tinctions between these two types of will.

Such understanding not only rooted in authentic Islamic teachings.enhances
academic knowledge but also provides believers with clearer insights into di-
vine action and human responsibility, fostering a more coherent and consistent
worldview
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