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The present study examines and analyzes the current status of chastity and
hijab among the citizens of Mashhad, especially the youth, and the mech-
anisms of its promotion in the context of Razavi culture. This study was
conducted with a qualitative approach and grounded theory method, and
information was collected through semi-structured interviews. The results
of the data analysis are presented under a central category entitled “De-
centralization against the focal placement of elements of Razavi culture
in the collective world of Iranians”. The conditions for the creation of this
phenomenon are: the expansion of exclusivity against the generalization
of Razavi culture, selective confrontation against integration in the appli-
cation of the fundamental elements of Razavi culture, the predominance of
propagandism against eloquence in the education of Razavi culture mis-
sionaries. The strategies that can be adopted by social actors against the
central phenomenon include: maximum attraction against maximum rejec-
tion, participation-oriented approach against command-oriented approach
and creative approach against stereotypical approach. In the end, these con-
frontations have resulted in consequences including: the loss of authentic
cultural links in the society against their recovery, separation against the
increasing integration of the religious and customary aspects of children’s
life, the inability to face cultural challenges against finding opportunities
for these confrontations. . Also, in explaining the category of Razavi’s cul-
ture, the concepts of dialogue, love and respect have been used as the main
keywords.
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Introduction

Chastity and hijab, as religious and cultural values, play a crucial role in preserving and honor-
ing personal and social identity, maintaining spiritual and ethical values, and reinforcing social
discipline. Chastity involves the ability to control internal desires and maintain ethical integrity,
which is consistently reflected in behaviors and the regulation of personal attire (hijab). Despite
the universality and deep-rooted religious beliefs surrounding chastity and hijab in Iran, and their
proximity to timeless sources of knowledge such as the illuminated shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH),
these concepts have undergone significant changes. These changes do not harmonize with the
structures of religious and Iranian-Islamic cultural frameworks, which complement each other.
Given the challenges in this area and the cultural gap created by widespread communication tools
and global information networks, leveraging the teachings of Razavi culture, derived from the
practical and scholarly tradition of Imam Reza (PBUH), can be an appropriate strategy to trans-
form threats into new opportunities, especially in Mashhad. Therefore, this research addresses how
the capacities of Razavi culture can be utilized to promote hijab and chastity effectively in contem-
porary times and what foundational pillars cultural policymaking in this regard should be based
upon. In essence, this study not only emphasizes the necessity of greater familiarity among citizens
with Razavi culture and its various dimensions but also strives for policymakers and stakeholders
concerned with preserving the integrity of Iranian-Islamic culture to achieve a deeper understand-
ing of Razavi culture and utilize its capacities in organizational planning.

Methodology

Considering the research objectives aimed at identifying and formulating the conditions and
mechanisms for promoting chastity and hijab based on the elucidative power of Razavi culture, a
grounded theory approach was employed. Data processing in this method was conducted through
thematic analysis and interpretation using Strauss and Corbin’s three-stage coding (open, axial,
and selective coding). The target population of this study included general investigations covering
Mashhad residents and pilgrims to the shrine of Imam Reza (PBUH), while specialized analyses
encompassed artists, university professors in relevant fields, media experts, and lifestyle special-
ists. Sampling was determined using purposive sampling techniques. Data collection tools con-
sisted of open-ended interviews and observations, totaling 32 interviews conducted with Mashhad
residents.

Discussion and Conclusion

The central phenomenon in this study is the focal positioning versus decentralization of the el-
ements of Razavi culture in the collective life of Iranians. The Razavi culture stems from the
traditions of Imam Reza (PBUH), his household, and the Quran, forming the core of the Islamic
lifestyle. The city of Mashhad is considered the primary center for cultural and religious activities
related to this culture; thus, it should not be limited merely to pilgrimage matters. To expand the
Razavi culture throughout Iran and the world, it must be presented as universal values in an inte-
grated and direct manner, extending beyond the borders of Mashhad.

One of the existing conditions influencing the formation of the central concept is the expansion
of exclusivity versus the generalization of Razavi culture. Nowadays, the teachings of Razavi
culture are confined to the religious community, with only a portion of them applied in their social
lives and public arenas, while other segments of society remain unaware of the comprehensive
and universal teachings of this culture. Conversely, it is necessary to generalize the important and
fundamental aspects of these teachings, such as love and compassion, emphasis on the culture of
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constructive critical dialogue on disputed issues, combined with respect and preservation of human
dignity and values, which play a strategic role in culture, to all social realms.

Another existing condition is the selective engagement with the fundamental elements of Razavi
culture. This selective approach to the teachings of Razavi culture, which encompasses a wide
range of social, ethical, educational, and political issues, leads to a partial understanding of this
culture. To address this problem, the fundamental elements of Razavi culture should be presented
in an integrated and complete manner so that their comprehensive functions in social life are prop-
erly demonstrated.

The final condition is the dominance of preacher-oriented training in educating the propagators of
Razavi culture. Nowadays, using speakers who merely rely on verbal preaching is less effective.
It is better to choose propagators who lead by example through their behavior and are capable of
responding to various questions logically. In Razavi culture, priority is given to behavioral pro-
motion over verbal promotion. A selective approach and reliance on negative aspects of religiosity
and coercive measures lead to maximum exclusion rather than maximum attraction. This approach
not only fails to attract people with moderate or low religiosity but also reduces the number of
religious individuals. Imam Reza’s (PBUH) social conduct focuses on love, dialogue, and mutual
respect, and efforts should be based on these principles to attract the general public, not exclude
them. This method provides a fundamental solution for cultural planning and aligning citizens with
the cultural visions of society.

An exclusivist view of Razavi culture leads to a prescriptive approach where one side sees itself
as superior to others. In contrast, a participatory approach emphasizes collaboration and active and
voluntary involvement of the general public in social activities, ensuring that everyone is on an
equal footing and fostering a sense of responsibility and belonging to the group. A stereotypical
approach in promoting culture is repetitive and inflexible, attracting a limited audience, whereas
a creative approach for today’s young and aware generation, using new ideas and models, opens
the door to dialogue and can be more effective and cost-efficient. Negative approaches result in
the loss of authentic cultural bonds and the creation of religious and cultural anomalies in society.
Conversely, strengthening credible and rich cultural bonds, such as Razavi culture, preserves col-
lective cohesion and identity and manages interactive challenges within and between generations.
Moreover, with the feeling of being rejected by the bearers of authentic religious culture or even its
claimants, there is a risk of questioning the authentic cultural bonds of society and creating a divide
between secular and religious life for the children. In religious culture, worldly and otherworldly
lives are inseparable, and this divide leads to hidden secularism, which is not recognized by Islam.
Rejection by the bearers of authentic culture sets the stage for cultural failure, and integrating sec-
ular and religious life is essential to prevent cultural and social conflicts in society. Ultimately, the
deliberate or various degrees of unintentional decentralization of Razavi culture in portraying the
ideal social life of Iranians results in a lost valuable opportunity to effectively address many micro
and macro cultural challenges. In contrast, balanced and knowledgeable attention to the elements
of Razavi culture provides precious opportunities to address cultural issues and challenges.
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