Analytical Study of the Methods of Enjoining Good
and Forbidding Evil by Ibn al-Reza, Imam Jawad (as)

Kavous Rouhi Barandagh®! Ali Ahmadi®?

1. “Associate Professor, Department of Quranic and Hadith Sciences, Tarbiat Modares University,
Tehran, Iran: k.roohi@modares.ac.ir

2. “Ph.D. in Islamic History from Baqirul Uloom University, Qom, Iran (Corresponding Author):

a.ahmadi@hzrc.ac.ir

Article Info

Abstract

Article Type:
Research Article

Article History:

Received:
February 18, 2024

In Revised Form:

May 28, 2024

Accepted:
June 12, 2024

Published Online:

June 22, 2025

Keywords

“Enjoining Good and Forbidding Evil,” as two important divine obliga-
tions emphasized by the prophets, Imams, and the righteous, held a spe-
cial place for Imam al-Jawad (as). Although the era of this noble Imam
in Shiite history—marked by the martyrdom of Imam al-Rida (as), the
uprisings of the Alawites, the spread and geographical expansion of
Shiism, the increasing power of Ma’mun, and the Abbasid caliphate’s
new political maneuvers, which ultimately strengthened their rule—
was a period of great difficulty, Imam al-Jawad (as) actively promoted
the enjoining of good and the struggle against various political, social,
and moral corruptions in accordance with the circumstances of his time
and place. Now, the question is: What methods did Imam al-Jawad (as)
employ in fulfilling these two obligations? To answer this question, all
relevant hadiths and reports concerning “enjoining good and forbid-
ding evil” in the conduct of Imam al-Jawad (as) have been collected
and methodologically analyzed in a descriptive-analytical manner. The
compiled narrations are then examined in the section on “Methods of
Applying Enjoining Good and Forbidding Evil in the Conduct of Imam
al-Jawad (as).”
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Introduction

Enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil as two important divine
duties that have been the focus of prophets and imams, had a special place with
Imam Javad (as). Although the life of this noble Imam in the history of Shi-
ism - due to the martyrdom of Imam Reza (as), the uprisings of the Alevis, the
influence and geographical expansion of Shiism, the increase in the power of
Ma’mun and the greater power of the Abbasid Caliphate - experienced diffi-
cult conditions. But Imam Javad (peace be upon him) followed the fight against
various political, social and moral corruptions according to the conditions and
situations of time and place. Ibn al-Reza (peace be upon him) says about the
importance of these two divine duties: Enjoining the good and forbidding the
evil are the two creations of God, whoever helps them, God will help him, and
whoever abandons them. He is humiliated in front of God (Ibn Babouyeh, 1362,
Vol. 1: 42). He also calls religious scholars to guide people from deviations and
in a letter to Saad al-Khair, he emphasizes the special role of scholars in this
matter. (Kilini, 1407, Vol. 8: 56) And further, he blames the scholars who ignore
these two divine duties and writes: “If the scholars do not benevolent and do not
give advice, they will be traitors.” Majlesi, 1403 AH, vol. 1, p. 138. 1, p. 138. 1,
p.-138.1,p. 138. 1,p. 138. 1,p. 138. 1, p. 138. 1, p. 138. 1, p. 138. 1, p. 138. 1, p.
138.1,p. 138. 1, p. 138. 75: 361) Also, Imam Jawad (peace be upon him) empha-
sizes on commanding good and forbidding evil from oppressors, and regarding
accepting it from believers, he says: “A believer needs three qualities: success
from God, an inner preacher and accepting the advice of those giving advice.

Although books and articles have been written about the life of Imam Javad
(peace be upon him). However, so far no work has been compiled in the specific
field of the article, rather the authors of works related to Imam Javad (peace be
upon him) have dealt with the general aspects of his life. For example, Mrs.
Marzieh Mohammadzadeh has studied the life of Imam Javad Mohammad Bin
Ali (as) in her book. Also, among the articles presented in the conference on
the life and times of Imam Javad (as) - which was held in Qom in 2014 - is the
article Imam Javad (as) and the Shia Sects written by Mohammad Ali Chalangar.
and the article on Imam Javad (as) and the use of communication techniques
in crisis management of deviant sects written by Mohammad Reza Barani and
Hoda Shabanpour, as well as the article by Ghalian Asr of Imam Javad (as) and
interaction with them; But in these articles, the authors have not addressed how
Imam Javad (as) dealt with the deviant sects of his time. Therefore, in none of the
published works and articles, the methods of enjoining good and forbidding evil
in the biography of Imam Javad (peace be upon him) have not been examined in
a way that includes all cases. Therefore, in an article, it is necessary to analyze
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the methods of enjoining good and forbidding evil in the life and words of Imam
Javad, peace be upon him, and to answer this important question that the ways
and methods of enjoining good and forbidding evil according to Imam Javad
What is Salam Allah Alaihi? That is, what methods did Imam Javad (peace be
upon him) use in performing these two duties? In response to this question, in
this article, all hadiths and narrations related to enjoining good and forbidding
evil in the biography of Imam Javad, peace be upon him, have been collected and
analyzed with a descriptive-analytical method.

The result is that during his short life, Imam Javad (peace be upon him) gave
importance to divine duty, including commanding good and forbidding evil,
which is reflected in his words and letters. He has important words about the
importance of enjoining what is good and forbidding what is evil, which encour-
ages Shia scholars to avoid neglect and the necessity of enjoining what is good
and forbidding what is evil in society, especially among Shiites. Also, he had a
clear and verbal stance against the deviant sects of that time such as Waqfiyyah,
Ghalyan and Fathiyeh, and on one hand he guided them and on the other hand he
forbade the Shiites from communicating with them.

Imam Javad (peace be upon him) has mentioned in hadiths the importance of
enjoining good and forbidding evil and its examples. Also, that Imam Hammam
performed these two divine duties with 4 methods of description, letter writing,
rejection and indifference, and shouting and protesting. Statistically, 3 cases of
explanation, 6 cases of writing letters, 5 cases of rejection and indifference and
1 case of protest were identified. Therefore, the method of letter writing with
(40%) is at the top of the practical methods of Imam Javad (peace be upon him)
in enjoining good and forbidding evil. The method of neglect and rejection with
(33%) and the method of explanation with (20%) are in the next ranks. The
method of protest with (7%) shows the lowest rate of using the method of en-
joining good and forbidding evil by them, which shows the importance of letter
writing method compared to other methods in performing these two duties.

Regarding the subjects of these six ways, it should be said: 5 cases are famous
examples that he commanded and 9 cases are forbidden cases that Imam Javad
(peace be upon him) forbade. The famous things that Imam emphasized in these
six methods are: 1. Helping others and untangling and solving other people’s
problems; 2. Obligation of piety and concealment of belief for Shiites; 3. Poetry
for Ahl al-Bayt (as); 4. Visiting and mentioning Ahl al-Bayt (as); 5. Leaving
extra food in the desert for animals. The vices that Imam Nahi has forbidden:
1. Forbidden music; 2. Following the Wagqifian sect in congregational prayer; 3.
Following the decrees and fatwas of the Abbasids; 4. Demonstrations, make-up
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and excitement of women; 5-8. Following the sects of Waqfiyyah, Zaidiyyah,
Ahl al-Tjasm and Ghalian; 9. Giving fatwa without knowledge. Therefore, the
frequency of examples in the methods of enjoining good and forbidding evil is
as follows: famous 36%; negative 64% (Chart No. 2); Also, 67% of the 9 vices
of Imam Javad, peace be upon him, are far from deviant ideas and beliefs, and
33% are from other vices (Chart No. 3).

Therefore, first of all, the prohibition of evil in relation to what is good, due to
the existence of various deviations in the Islamic society of that day, had a spe-
cial place with the Imam; Secondly, the prohibition of following deviant sects
in the biography of Imam Javad (peace be upon him) has a double importance;
Because the tendency of the Islamic society towards deviant sects creates the
ground of distance from the truth and imamate. Therefore, seminaries and elite
society should pay more attention to deviant sects.
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