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Abstract

In his explanation of the divine attributes—particularly the three attributes of will,
life, and power—Ibn Sina regards these attributes as meaningful and makes a
serious effort to clarify their sense. Nevertheless, the structure of his analysis leads
to the conclusion that, with respect to these attributes, there is only an equivocal
relation between God and human beings. In examining the reasons for this
approach, two possibilities emerge. The first concerns Ibn Stna’s position on the
absolute distinction between the existence of God and that of creatures. However,
a review of his writings shows that this cannot be considered the main reason for
his view on the equivocality of the divine attributes. The second possibility lies in
the semantic domain: given his approach to defining both divine and human
attributes, it appears that this factor better explains his inclination toward affirming
equivocal predication. Yet this approach is not without serious difficulties, notably
(1) the conflation of concept and instance, and (2) the reduction of all divine
attributes to mere equivocality. The paper concludes that the meaningfulness of the
divine attributes, in Ibn Stna’s thought, can only be coherently defended through
the doctrine of specific gradation (tashkik khass). Otherwise, his treatment of the
issue must be considered incomplete and problematic.
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