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Abstract

This paper offers a new reading of Avicenna’s al-Isharat wa-|-Tanbihat. It argues
that this work, despite its brevity, is not a mere summary of Avicenna’s philosophy
but rather his attempt to present a distinctive “pre-physics” or a purely rational
metaphysics. In al-Isharat, Avicenna deliberately engages with philosophical
guestions that can be addressed solely by rational analysis, without recourse to
empirical observation or the study of nature. Thus, logic and physics in this work
serve primarily as methodological foundations for a metaphysics established a priori.
The metaphysical discussions in al-Isharat include topics such as self-awareness, the
proof of the Necessary Existent, its attributes, and its acts. Within this framework,
the thought experiment of the “Flying Man” plays a central role in grounding
Avicenna’s rationalist epistemology and his pre-natural metaphysics. Beginning in
the third namat, Avicenna articulates his rationalist approach, which develops into a
metaphysical system encompassing the proof of the Necessary Existent, its attributes,
its immediate causation, and the emanative order of intellects and celestial spheres.
In the later namats, Avicenna also discusses human felicity, which he identifies with
the perfection of the Flying Man or the intellect in its disembodied state.

Keywords: Necessary Existent, self-awareness, logic, physics, metaphysics,
rationalism, mysticism.
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