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Abstract

The Minor Occultation (Ghaybat al-Sughra) is considered a transitional period
from the physical presence of the Imam (peace be upon him) to his occultation,
and its significance lies in the fact that key principles of Imami (Twelver Shia)
thought were established during this time. Due to the general inaccessibility of
the Imam to the Shia community, representatives (wakils) were introduced as
intermediaries between the Imam and the Shia society. These representatives
played a crucial role in conveying essential elements of Imami doctrine to the
Shia through their position as the Imam’s envoys.The question of what
teachings and doctrines were transmitted by these representatives—or actively
promoted by them—is central to this research, which seeks to answer it by
examining Shia historical, hadith, and biographical sources. Given the vital
communicative role the representatives played during this period, analyzing
these transmitted themes can provide a deeper understanding of how core Shia
concepts emerged and how the Four Deputies contributed to the dissemination
and consolidation of Shia beliefs. Among the most important teachings
promoted by these envoys was their unwavering conviction in the birth and
occultation of the Imam, which they conveyed through reports of their
encounters with him. They also meticulously protected the identity and name of
the Twelfth Imam, to the extent that one of their emphasized instructions was to
avoid mentioning his name. These were among the principal teachings generated
and presented to the Shia community through the representatives, thereby
strengthening the doctrinal foundation of belief in the Twelfth Imam during that
era and beyond.

Keywords: Imam Mahdi (PBUH), Minor Occultation, Four Representatives,
Foretelling, Shiite Knowledge
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