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Abstract

The separation of the Shi'a community from the infallible Imam (peace be upon
him) places the Islamic society in a vulnerable position against various threats.
In such circumstances, one of the most crucia? and practical teachings is the
doctrine of Intizar al-Faraj (awaiting the relief), which, during the occuﬁation of
the infallible Imam (peace be upon him), can serve as a safeguard against
spiritual maladies suclllj as hardness of the heart and deviation from the path of
truth. This study aims to extract the key educational components embedded
within the concept of Intizar al-Faraj through an analytical reading of relevant
narrations (hadiths). The first step involves a conceptual analysis of the terms
intizar (awaiting) and faraj (relief[;, shedding light on the pedagogical nature of
this belief. Su%sequently, a distinction between the terms ta‘jil (expedited
awaiting) and ista‘jal (impatient hastening) in the narrations will further clarify
the essence of true expectation. Through deeper investigation of the narrations,
five core educational factors that contribute to the efficacy of Intizar al-Faraj are
identified: the concealment of the time of relief, perceiving it as imminent, the
stark contrast between pre- and post-appearance worlds, the intrinsic value of
awaiting, and recognition of the Imam's ongoing presence among the Shia.
Where relevant, contemporary psychological researcl?is incorporated to support
each factor. This study thus seeks to formulate a comprehensive pedagogical
framework grounded in the doctrine of Intizar al-Fara;.
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