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Abstract

Social uprisings and movements, especially when they are based on religious
and spiritual beliefs, will be the source of extensive effects and developments in
the intellectual and cultural arena. The consequences and effects may be mixed
with various national, ethnic, and racial elements and may be reflected in
various intellectual and cultural forms even after the movement subsides. The
call of Muhammad Ahmad Sudani (d. 1304 AH) in Sudan and Arab Africa is
one of the few Mahdist uprisings that in recent centuries was able to lead a
movement in Sudan based on the Mahdist call. This research attempts to
examine the intellectual and cultural consequences of this call based on prima
sources and contemporary studies and using a descriptive-analytical method.
Although the life of Muhammad Ahmad's invitation was less than two decades,
he was able to create a wide-ranging transformation in various intellectual and
cultural areas, such as the extension of Sufi ideas in various social areas, the
influence of Sufi teachings and sources in epistemological systems and methods
of inference, the strengthening of national identity, the revision of cultural and
relaiﬁious traditions, the redefinition of the Islamic lifestyle, the attention paid to
Mahdism by Orientalists, and the removal of the Mahdism issue from the
prfsqribed Islamic frameworks and its mixing with the teachings of other
religions.

Keywords: Muhammad Ahmad Sudani, Mahdism, messianism, cultural
identity, customs, religious conduct
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