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Abstract

The issue of epistemic authority and justification regarding testimonies of
Mahdist experiences among claimants and their followers is often accompanied
by oversimplifications. This study, with attention to epistemological objections
and the practical challenges posed by the principle of epistemic leniency in
accepting such claims, seeks to explore the mechanisms of belief formation in
followers of Mahdist experiencers. Drawing on examples within the Mahdist
domain, it compares the phenomenological and normative dimensions of
believers’ acceptance, analyzing the psychological and social dynamics that
shape their conviction. The research also contrasts these findings with the
normative frameworks and epistemic requisites for testimonial acceptance from
the perspective of narratively grounded relifgious epistemology. F indmI%s suggest
that claimants of Mahdist experiences often attempt to establish charismatic
authority and social influence by appealing selectively to tradition, thereb
weakening their followers’ epistemic faculties and rational agency. Througﬁ
assertions of exclusive knowledge and the mystification of their claims, these
figures present their intellectual authority as invulnerable to scrutiny.
Consequently, they evade verification and critical investigation of their
testimonies. However, the epistemic justification of such experiential claims
depends on fulfilling both internalist and externalist conditions of justification,
including more rigorous standards such as testing for knowledge of occult
matters and assessing the correspondence of such knowledge with reali?/.
Moreover, the content of the experience must not be marked by worldly
utilitarianism or serve the personal interests of the claimant.

Keywords: Mahdist Experiences, Claimants of Mahdism, Testimony of Mahdist
Experiencers, Validation of Testimony from Mahdism
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1. Cognitive dissonance
2. Cognitive outsourcing
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