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Abstract

The central question of this article is whether a spiritual guide (of a specific or
general kind) is necessary on the mystical path; in the present study, a fundamental,
exploratory, and descriptive-analytical method is employed to answer this question
through the approach of comprehensive jurisprudence (al-figh al-akbar, al-awsat, and
al-asghar), particularly al-figh al-akbar (wisdom and mysticism), resulting in the
theory of the necessity of a spiritual guide (an absolute necessity contingent upon
scientific and practical conditions and characteristics in the disciplines of ethics and
mysticism) using a combined (rational and traditional) method. Following an
examination of the viewpoints of Imam Khomeini and Allamah Tabatabai as
proponents of the necessity of a spiritual guide, alongside an analysis of the opinions
of Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi as a representative of the conditionally supportive
perspective, it was determined that the need for a spiritual guide and a teacher of inner
meaning is intended for all stages of the inward journey, spiritual stations, and divine
unveilings, and that there are specific scientific and spiritual components and
conditions for the spiritual guide, such as ijtihad (independent legal reasoning) in the
aforementioned threefold jurisprudence. Furthermore, divine scholars from the realms
of both mysticism and conventional jurisprudence agree on proving and explicating
the theory of the necessity of a spiritual guide, both regarding the principle of this
necessity and the qualifications and conditions required of the spiritual guide and the
teacher and mentor of inner meaning.

Keywords: Spiritual Guide, General and Specific Guide, Perfect Human (Insan-e
Kamil), Seyyed Bahr al-Uloom, Allamah Tabatabai, Imam Khomeini,
Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi.
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