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Abstract
Vowel Harmony in the Ghayeni Dialect

The present study investigates the phenomenon of vowel harmony in
Ghayeni dialect, one of the Southern Khorasani dialects. The data for this
research were collected from written sources related to the Ghayeni
dialect, the author's linguistic intuition, and interviews with middle-aged
native speakers. The primary aim of this study is to analyze the types of
vowel harmony in this dialect, with a particular focus on regressive
harmony, and to examine vowel changes in various words in terms of
features such as backness, height, and rounding. The findings reveal that
in Ghayeni dialect, regressive harmony occurs prominently in verbal
prefixes such as me- and be-, resulting in changes like me- becoming mi-
or mo-. Moreover, in some words, vowels undergo changes in their
phonetic features due to the influence of adjacent vowels, indicating the
active and systematic presence of this process in the lexical and syntactic
structure of Ghayeni dialect. These findings may contribute to the
phonological classification of this dialect and offer a deeper understanding
of the linguistic structures in eastern regions of Iran.

Keywords: Ghayeni dialect, vowel harmony, regressive harmony,
progressive harmony.



