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Abstract

A comparative study of The subject of woman and family in
Persian and Kurdish proverbs and Wisdoms (with emphasis on
the function of women in the family and society)

Considering the cultural, historical, and geographical affinities in the
two Persian and Kurdish language communities, and the importance
of the position of women and family in Iranian and Kurdish society,
this study was dedicated to a comparative study of proverbs and
sayings related to women and family in Kurdish and Persian
languages.

For this purpose, reference was made to the original sources that
contained Persian and Kurdish proverbs and sayings, and the
proverbs on the subject of women, as well as women's relationships
with men and other family members, and the status and function of
women in the family and society, were extracted.

The authors examined these proverbs in terms of the components that
constitute their literary structure and form, such as music, imagery,
linguistic and syntactic aspects, as well as in terms of thought and

content, and presented their commonalities and differences.
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Due to strong historical, cultural and religious ties, common living
conditions, geographical proximity and the possibility of greater
communication and interaction, common themes between Kurdish
and Persian proverbs and sayings, especially on the subject of
women and family, are relatively frequent. It seems that a significant
part of these commonalities was of the connotation type.

Of course, this possibility is stronger in the case of distinct proverbs
and is intermediate in the case of similar proverbs. Another part of
the commonalities can also be the product of the mutual influence
and influence of Kurdish and Persian folklore literature, in other
words, the result of translation by one of these two linguistic
communities from the other. The latter suspicion is also stronger in
the case of identical proverbs.

The image of women in the folk culture of Persian-speaking and
Kurdish-speaking peoples is very similar; in these two cultural areas,
there are proverbs about women's good qualities (7.5%) and,
conversely, proverbs related to women's bad qualities (25%) (Table
2). Some proverbs express the importance of economic issues for
women (7.5%) and others describe how to treat women with respect
and caress (2.5%).
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In general, out of the 39 proverbs adapted, 4 of them refer to the
equality of men and women, which include about 10% of the
proverbs, and 5 (12.5%) describe the way men and women
communicate. In some proverbs, the problem that is observed
regarding the role and image of women is the instrumental view of
women; in such a way that women are considered part of men's
property and assets.

As can be seen, the highest percentage of likes attribute traits to
women that are not very desirable. The good traits that are stated for
women include being obedient, pious, and chaste. Also, among the
bad traits attributed to women, hypocrisy, lying, Dementia, and
materialism stand out.

Keywords: proverbs, Kurdish, Persian, woman, family



