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Abstract

Proposed root for the three place names
"Khalkhal", "Hero", and "Aznaw"

Toponyms are an important component of language, and their study can
greatly contribute to linguistic, historical, and cultural research. This
article examines three toponyms from the city of Khalkhal — an ancient
and historical city located in Ardabil Province, Iran — through a
comparative linguistic approach. The three toponyms under analysis
are: Khalkhal (the name of the city), Hirav (also known as Hiravabad,
aneighborhood in Khalkhal), and Aznav (a well-known recreational site
at the entrance of the city). In various sources, the word Khalkhal is
commonly interpreted as referring to an anklet — a circular ornament
made of gold, silver, or similar materials, traditionally worn around the
ankle by women. However, the name of the city Khalkhal is not
etymologically related to this meaning.

This study draws on the corpus of Iranian settlement names, as
registered by the National Statistical Center of Iran. The findings
suggest that the name Khalkhal is composed of two elements, both khal
(interpreted as khar or "plain/lowland"), and together they denote "a flat
or level land."The toponym Hirav is interpreted as "fountain water" or
"water that springs forth," and Aznav (also spelled 4znov) is derived
from the root azan-ow (with voiced v) meaning "gushing or surging
water."
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