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(7) A: I just met Maryam

B: You met who?

™ overt movement

™ covert movenent
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‘Who opened the door?’

™ vacuous movement hypothesis.
" VP-Internal Subject Hypothesis
™ extended projection peinciple (EPP)
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(10a) miin SaaHib il-beet?
‘Who is the owner of the house?’
(10b) SaaHib il-beet miin?
‘Who is the owner of the house?’
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(11a) miin beet-ha beiid?
‘Whose house is far?’

*(11b) beet-ha biciid miin?
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(12a) ?eli kodsa zendei mikone/miko?
‘Where does Ali live?’

(12b) 2u ?2azom porsi ?eli sit ffe xerid?
‘He asked me what Ali bought for you?’
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‘With whom did you talk?’
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‘What do you think Zahra bought for her father?’
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(16a) What might he think who has finished the job?

#16b) Who might he think what has finished the job?
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™ shortest movement principle

™ adjacency condition
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(17a) To fik mikoni [ke Ki in ffia gerefte]?

‘Who do you think took these things?’

*(17b) To fik mikoni [ke in tfia ki gerefte]?
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(18) to ki didi?

‘Who did you see?’
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(20) to ketab-o koja nadi?

‘Where did you put the book?’

™ feature checking theory
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(21) to bé ki rafti bazar?

‘With whom did you go to the market?’
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‘What did you buy this morning?’
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Abstract
Analysis of the Question Word Structure in Bushehri Dialect

Based on Minimalism

The construction of interrogative sentences in different languages, including
Bushehri dialect, is a function of the movement or non-movement of the
interrogative word and its active or passive position. The present study uses a
descriptive-analytical method and within the theoretical framework of the
minimal program examine the movement of interrogative words in the Bushehri
dialect. Data were collected by recording and transcribing 170 minutes of
conversation from 32 Bushehri speakers in different age groups (35 to 60 years).
In total, 115 sentences were analyzed, including 40 simple interrogative
sentences, 30 compound sentences, 20 derivative sentences, and 25 sentences
with dual interrogative words. These sentences were analyzed in terms of the type
of movement (Syntactic or non-syntactic), the motive and direction of the
movement, either optional or mandatory movement, and the location of the
interrogative word. Two linguists fluent in the Bushehri dialect categorized and
analyzed the data. The findings show that in Bushehri dialect, restrictions such as
the contiguity condition and structural dominance do not prevent question word
movement. Furthermore, question words can appear in different sentence
positions, and this diversity can often be explained by discourse functions such
as emphasis, salience, and initialization. Furthermore, the results indicate that
question word movement in this dialect is mainly based on functional and
semantic motives and differs from the syntactic rules of languages such as
English.

Keywords: minimalism, question word movement, Bushehri dialect



