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Abstract

In Islamic mysticism, the True Beloved and the celestial lover are
representations of the Divine Essence, which is beyond human description.
Yet, to express their love and yearning for this transcendental entity, mystics
have no choice but to use the imagery associated with earthly beloveds.
Consequently, the features and form of the earthly beloved permeate
mystical poetry. Symbolic depictions of the beloved’s appearance and
character form a bridge between earthly and celestial love. This motif is
artistically formalized in Nizami’s romantic poems and reaches its zenith in
the works of Hafez. Using logical and descriptive analysis, supported by
primary sources, this article asserts that the symbolic imagery of the
beloved’s body serves as an innovative medium for intertwining divine and
human love. Nizami Ganjavi significantly contributed to this literary
invention. In this symbolic paradigm, the idealized beloved is represented as
a woman with all her enchanting attributes, acting as an intermediary
between the earthly and the celestial realms. In mysticism, this is referred to
as the "Sophianic Woman," where every feature—face, cheeks, mole, and
eyebrows—becomes a symbol for divine allure and the comprehension of
heavenly love.

Keywords: Islamic Mysticism, Manifestations of Love, Beloved’s Body,
Earthly and Celestial Beloved, Symbolic Romanticism.
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