ISSN': 2980-9614

Rational Explorations
Vol. 4, No.1, Spring 2025

A Comparative Study of the Concept of Velayat in the
Thoughts of Imam Khomeini and Sheikh Mahmoud

Shabestari

Maryam Danishi?, Saeed Abbasinia?, Maryam Bakhtiar?

1. PhD student in Theology and Islamic Studies - Sciences and Quran and Hadith, Islamic

Azad University, Abadan Branch, Abadan, Iran.

2, Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Quran and Hadith Sciences, West

Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

-3, Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Mysticism, Ahvaz Branch, Islamic Azad

University, Ahvaz, Iran

https://doi.org/10.71908/rational.2025.1198629

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Received:
04/02/2025
Accepted:
12/03/2025

The issue of Velayat has a high and great position in Islamic religious sciences and thoughts
and is considered one of the most important theological sciences. It can be said that after
monotheism, no other issue has attracted so much attention from Islamic thinkers. Velayat has
been one of the most controversial issues in the history of Islam and one of the most
controversial issues that has led to the formation of many Islamic sects and schools of thought.
Talking about the position of Velayat and discovering and emphasizing the consensus of Islamic
scholars on this issue is very important and fundamental in order to eliminate differences among
Muslims and strengthen the unity of the Islamic Ummah. To achieve this goal, the present
article has dealt with a comparative study of the views of two Islamic thinkers and mystics
(Shiite and Sunni), Imam Khomeini and Sheikh Mahmoud Shabestari. Both have paid special
attention to Velayat in the sense of guardianship and guardianship, and consider the guardian
to be the manifestation of God and the perfect human being on earth. Both believe that the status
of the guardians and prophets depends on receiving the light of the truth of Muhammad, and
the closer they are to this truth, the higher their status. Both great men are close to each other in
the matter of the universality of the guardianship and, with a slight difference, consider the
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) to be the final guardian of the guardians. Sheikh Shabestari
distinguishes between Velayat and Nabovat, and considers a prophet who has the status of
Velayat to be higher than a prophet who is not a guardian, but the Imam (RA) considers the
guardians of God to be one and does not see any difference in them. Both believe in the last
Vali, with the difference that the Sheikh believes that the VVali(lImam Zaman) of the age has not
yet been born, while the Imam believes that the Imam was born and lives in this world.
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