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A Comparative Study of Themes and Lyrical Features and Stylistic
Components of the School of Romanticism With an Approach to the
Poems of Yadullah Behzad Kermanshahi
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Abstract

This article examines and analyzes the stylistic approach and concepts of
the Romanticism and lyrical literature school in the poems of the
contemporary poet Yadollah Behzad (Y3Ye-Y«+V) from Kermanshahi. in
This research, adopting a descriptive method and relying on the foundations
and principles of the Romantic school, attempts to identify and analyze the
combined components of lyrical literature and the Romantic school used in
Behzad's poems, to understand the hidden layers of the influence of this
school on the content of his poems, and to explore and analyze the
worldview that dominates the poet's thoughts. The results of the present
study indicate that Yadollah Behzad is in line with Khorasani poets in some
intellectual and stylistic aspects. He uses elements of the Romantic school
to objectify lyrical concepts, including various poetic images such as the
glory of the times, loneliness, love, the difficulties of life in society,
patriotism, attention to history, women, naturalism, the shortcomings of
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people, and the expression of their ignorance. These depictions often contain
meanings and concepts such as expressing feelings and emotions, being
tragic, sadness, regret, having a dramatic nature, being social, first-person
language, brevity, dependence on the present tense, being descriptive,
strong imagination, etc., which can be considered as the combined
components of these two schools In the end, the content of Behzad's poems
has not been without the influence of the Romantic school, as the effect and
footprint of attention to the components of Romanticism can be seen in her
poetic style. However, we should not consider all of these influences to be
derived from the environment and components of this school.

Keywords: Romanticism, Lyrical Literature, Nature, Love, Yadollah
Behzad

Detailed Abstract

Introduction

This study examines the stylistic and thematic influences of Romanticism
and lyrical literature in the works of the contemporary Iranian poet Yadollah
Behzad Kermanshahi (Y 4Ye—Y++VY), Romanticism, as a literary movement,
emphasizes emotion, individualism, and nature, and its impact on Persian
literature, particularly in the post-Constitutional era, has been significant.
Behzad’s poetry, rich in emotional depth and social critique, reflects a blend
of traditional Persian lyrical elements and Romantic ideals. The research
aims to uncover how Behzad employs Romantic themes—such as nostalgia,
love, patriotism, and nature—to express personal and collective struggles.
By analyzing his works, this study seeks to reveal the interplay between
Romanticism and Persian lyrical traditions, offering insights into Behzad’s
unique poetic voice and his contribution to modern Persian literature.
Research Methodology

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing on the
foundational principles of Romanticism and lyrical literature. The primary
sources include Behzad’s poetry collections, such as Memorial of
Love (Y++AN) and Gol-e Birang (Y+VV), alongside secondary sources on
Romanticism and Persian literary criticism. The study identifies key
Romantic and lyrical components in Behzad’s works, such as emotional
expression, nature imagery, and social critique. By comparing these
elements with established Romantic and lyrical conventions, the research
highlights Behzad’s stylistic and thematic innovations. The methodology
also involves contextual analysis, considering the socio-political climate of
Iran during Behzad’s lifetime, particularly the post-)4eY coup era, which
influenced his melancholic and reflective tone.
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Discussion and Analysis

Behzad’s poetry is characterized by a profound engagement with Romantic
and lyrical themes. His works frequently depict nature as a mirror of human
emotions, reflecting sorrow, longing, and resilience. For instance, his use of
natural imagery—such as dark nights and flowing rivers—symbolizes
existential despair and hope. Additionally, Behzad’s focus on love, both
personal and patriotic, aligns with Romanticism’s emphasis on intense
emotion. His social critiques, addressing injustice and ignorance, further
demonstrate the fusion of lyrical subjectivity and Romantic idealism.
Stylistically, Behzad employs first-person narration, vivid descriptions, and
a reliance on the present tense, enhancing the immediacy and emotional
impact of his poetry. These features underscore his alignment with both
Persian lyrical traditions and Romantic individualism.

Conclusion

The study concludes that Yadollah Behzad’s poetry exemplifies a
harmonious blend of Romanticism and Persian lyrical literature. His works
reflect Romantic themes—such as nature, love, and social critique—while
maintaining the emotional depth and expressive brevity characteristic of
Persian lyrical poetry. Behzad’s use of vivid imagery, first-person narration,
and melancholic tone reveals his indebtedness to Romanticism, yet his
cultural and historical context shapes these influences into a distinct poetic
voice. While Behzad’s poetry shares similarities with Khorasani poets in
certain stylistic aspects, his engagement with Romanticism distinguishes
him as a modern voice grappling with existential and societal concerns.
Ultimately, this research highlights the dynamic interplay between global
literary movements and local traditions in shaping contemporary Persian
poetry.
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