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Abstract

Shabestari's Gulshan-e-Raz contains a system of ideas that is influenced by the
school of 1bn Arabi and is a full representative of Sheikh Akbar's thought in the East
of Islam. In this article, we aim to use a descriptive-analytical method to examine the
transition from the stage of words to the level of meaning in Gulshan-e-Raz, relying
on the principles of the aesthetic theory of poetry, in order to answer the fundamental
question of how the method of using mystical metaphors of existential unity and the
process of transition from words to meaning is in this work? Based on the research
results, Shabestari, with the help of code, has borrowed the form of metaphors based
on "mystical interpretation” from the elements of unity of existence of Ibn Arabi's
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school and interpreted the process of transition from word to meaning. He
emphasizes that the discerning power of the seeker leads to the semantics of poetic
metaphors and, relying on this unique power, can discover the real meanings that are
in the imaginary forms based on the material world. And relying on this unique
power, it can take the real meanings discovered in imaginary forms based on the
material world beyond the level of words and understand the "meanings.”" In this
article, the authors are required to limit the scope of the research and focus on the
focus of the discussion based on the principles of research method Therefore, the
scope of this research will be to demonstrate the transition from word to meaning in
the form of mystical metaphors by examining and analyzing the combinations of
mirror and image, light and shadow, point and circle, the five-fold, predestination
and choice, and the truth of Muhammad.

Keywords: word, meaning, Gulshan-e-Raz, mystical metaphors, unity of existence,
Shabestari, Ibn Arabi.
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school of 1bn Arabi and is a full representative of Sheikh Akbar's thought in the East
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transition from the stage of words to the level of meaning in Gulshan-e-Raz, relying
on the principles of the aesthetic theory of poetry, in order to answer the fundamental
question of how the method of using mystical metaphors of existential unity and the
process of transition from words to meaning is in this work? Based on the research
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emphasizes that the discerning power of the seeker leads to the semantics of poetic
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material world beyond the level of words and understand the "meanings.” In this
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article, the authors are required to limit the scope of the research and focus on the
focus of the discussion based on the principles of research method Therefore, the
scope of this research will be to demonstrate the transition from word to meaning in
the form of mystical metaphors by examining and analyzing the combinations of
mirror and image, light and shadow, point and circle, the five-fold, predestination
and choice, and the truth of Muhammad.

One of the books in which the explanation of mystical meanings and symbols is
drawn into the form of poetry is the Golshan-e-Raz Mathnavi by Sheikh Mahmud
Shabestari. Despite its small size, this Mathnavi is one of the most valuable and
famous mystical works in which Sufi themes are explained and expressed with a
special passion and flair In this book, the poet is often influenced by the wisdom of
Ibn Arabi and the poetic style of Attar and Maulana, and he has expressed mystical
and philosophical issues along with appropriate allegories and anecdotes. Shabestari
composed this Masnavi in response to the questions of Amir Hosseini Heravi. One
must move from literal interpretation to the transconscious realm of symbolic
meanings and there perceive the meaning that gives life to the word. For this reason,
it is not possible to appreciate the value of this symbolic tradition in Persian Sufi
poetry, or indeed any knowledge of mystical poets who were influenced by
Shabestari's aesthetic thought. Unless Shabestari's presented views, which should be
said to only summarize the deep-rooted view of Sufism regarding the relationship of
poetic inspiration to metaphysical imagination, which seeks to understand the value
of symbolic applications, are a search for the use of romantic imagery in mystical
poetry. In this article, the authors, using a descriptive-analytical method and based
on library documents, attempt to examine the process of transition from word to
meaning in Shabestari's Gulshan-e-Raz in the category of mystical metaphors, which
is influenced by the school of Ibn Arabi and the general and comprehensive theory
of the unity of existence, and present the results of this research.

Poetic inspiration comes from "taste™; the literal meaning of this word is "to taste,"
but in Sufism it refers to the intuition of the heart that can be derived from the pleasant
taste of truths beyond the physical senses. Shabestari considers taste in particular to
be a central factor in the theory of mystical inspiration. The psychological elaboration
of desire in the form of an eloguent allegory by Roozbehan Baghli Shirazi, a great
mystic whose theories, as Annemarie Schimmel says, “form the basis of our
understanding of most Sufi poetry,” is worth mentioning here: “The first state that
lovers experience is drinking from the sea-like cups of manifestation. “When they



see the light of nearness to the Truth in their hearts, which has taken on the scent of
the fragrant breeze of the unseen world, the boundless deserts of the light of the
Divine Attributes appear to them. At that time, when the secrets of their souls turn
towards nearness to the Truth, they discover the purity of taste and experience the
light of intuition.

Shabestari believes that meanings are transmaterial and transcendent, and are
understood only when seen in intuition or through manifestation. In explaining the
combination of mirror and image and the transition from word to meaning, he argues
that this metaphor is used beautifully to represent the unity of existence and the
negation of the duality between truth and creation. Appearance in manifestations is
the place of non-existent and valid matters As was said in the parable of the face and
the mirror. By not reading all the determinations, he has considered them only as a
mirror for reflecting the absolute being. In explaining the metaphor of light and
shadow, from Shabestari's point of view, the entire being has appeared through the
absolute light. He has taken "light" as equivalent to “existence” and has considered
all beings as close. Shabestari has spoken of the light of God and the world being
revealed by His light, and also of the fact that the light of the essence is not included
in the manifestations. The sun and the reflection are also secondary metaphors under
light and shadow. What is meant by the sun of that world is the sun of the essence,
attributes, and names of God, and it is through the manifestation of God in the forms
of possibilities that the world has found a manifestation. What he means by reflection
is the manifestation and reflection of the one truth of existence that has many
manifestations and manifestations.
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