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Abstract

Migrant literature is extraclimatic literature that expresses the dimensions and
consequences of migration. Mahshid Amirshahi (born YY11 S.H.) and
Rouhangiz Sharifian (born YYY+ S.H.) are amongst Iranian immigrant authors
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living in Europe. The aim of this research, which has been done by an
analytical-descriptive approach using comparative analysis, is to identify and
compare the components of migrant literature in the works of immigrant Iranian
women writers. The present article attempts to answer the main question of
finding the most important components of migrant literature in the stories of
Amirshahi and Sharifian and the way those components are reflected in the
works of each of the two authors. Discovering common characteristics in the
migrant literature of Iranian women belonging to one generation can be
considered as one of the achievements of this research. The obtained results
show that the components of identity crisis and cultural conflict; nostalgia;
assimilation, acculturation and adaptation; language; politicalness; and
comparison are observable in the short and long fictional works of the two
authors, where the identity crisis and the language issue are more accented than
the others. Moreover, every one of the common components, especially identity
crisis and nostalgia, is presented as more melancholic in Amirshahi’s stories.
In the end, seeing the bigger picture, it is revealed that fictional characters of
Sharifian, compared to those of Amirshahi, adopt a more active and assertive
approach while facing migrant challenges - although both groups eventually
are doomed to failure.

Key words: migrant literature, fictional works, Mahshid Amirshahi, Rouhangiz
Sharifian, postcolonial critique.

Extended Abstract

The Islamic Revolution of Iran brought extensive changes to the country’s
cultural and artistic landscape, paving the way for new experiences in
storytelling. After the revolution, some writers emigrated due to political and
social conditions, leading to the emergence of migration literature. This
literature addresses issues of identity, separation from the past, and the
challenges of life in the host country. The present study, using a descriptive-
analytical method, examines the components of migration literature in the
works of Mahshid Amirshahi and Rouhangiz Sharifian. These two writers were
selected for their similar generational backgrounds, enabling more precise
analysis. The study aims to identify and compare the components of migration
literature in their works. This research contributes to the existing theoretical
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knowledge of contemporary Iranian migration literature without immediate
practical application. Thus,.it is considered “theoretical” in nature. Moreover,
in terms of implementation and progression, it follows a descriptive-analytical
approach. Postcolonial criticism is one of the significant approaches in cultural
and literary studies that examines the effects of colonialism and new forms of
domination on cultures, identities, and social structures. This approach focuses
on analyzing power relations between colonizers and colonized societies and
explores how domination is reproduced through language, literature, and
culture. This critique investigates concepts such as identity crisis, otherness,
cultural duality, and discourse of power. Thinkers like Edward Said with his
theory of "Orientalism,” Homi Bhabha with the concept of the "Third Space,"
and Gayatri Spivak with her discussion on "Subalternity” are pioneers in this
field. These theorists demonstrate how the colonial culture, through literature,
media, and educational systems, shaped and marginalized the identities of
colonized nations. Migration literature serves as an appropriate platform for
postcolonial analysis, as migrant writers, with their lived experiences between
two cultures, reflect identity and cultural issues in their works. This literature
often addresses migrants’ struggles to adapt to the host culture and their feelings
of homelessness and alienation. In this context, postcolonial criticism examines
how these challenges are represented in migration literature, analyzing the ways
writers respond to Western cultural domination. These reactions can range from
cultural resistance and personal identity reconstruction to forced adaptation and
assimilation into the dominant culture. Such an approach allows for a deeper
understanding of various dimensions of domination and resistance in migration
works and reveals how migrants’ lived experiences are reflected in literature.
This research utilizes postcolonial criticism to analyze literary works,
illustrating how modern political, economic, and cultural dominations influence
the identity and mentality of societies. Modern colonialism is no longer limited
to military and political control but also manifests through cultural hegemony
and soft power, embedding Western superiority into societies. In this
framework, the theories of thinkers like Antonio Gramsci and Homi Bhabha
form the basis of analysis. This study examines how writers, through creating
characters and narratives, depict identity conflicts, cultural domination, and
migration challenges. This analysis reveals the impact of cultural dominance
and modern colonialism on contemporary Persian fiction, offering a deeper
understanding of identity crises and encounters with Western culture. Migration
fiction, especially in the works of Mahshid Amirshahi and Rouhangiz Sharifian,
consistently engages with cultural conflicts, identity crises, and the
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confrontation between the homeland's culture and the host culture. These
conflicts, particularly through literary characters, showcase the struggle to
assimilate into the host society and feelings of estrangement from one’s native
culture. Migrant writers often attempt to portray characters grappling between
two distinct worlds, highlighting identity crises and cultural conflicts.
Characters in these stories not only face social and cultural challenges in host
countries but are also persistently striving to maintain or reconstruct their
original identities. In many of these works, characters experience a form of
cultural and emotional disconnection that simultaneously leads to feelings of
homelessness and statelessness. Another significant component of migration
literature is the contrast between Western modernity and Eastern traditions.
This contrast, often symbolically portrayed in stories, effectively illustrates the
depth of migrants' identity crises, who frequently have to relinquish parts of
their former identities to adapt to their new lives. This process of denying or
suppressing one’s native identity creates a form of alienation that distances
characters from. both the host society and their homeland’s culture. Iranian
migration literature often critically examines migrants' conditions and critiques
cultural colonialism and Western hegemony. These works strive to demonstrate
that migration is not merely a physical departure from the homeland but
involves complex processes of identity and cultural disjunctions. Ultimately,
the examination of Amirshahi and Sharifian's works reveals that Iranian
migration literature has effectively utilized narrative techniques, character
development, and atmosphere to present a detailed and multilayered depiction
of the migration experience and its challenges. These works have not only
enriched the study of migration literature but also opened a window into
understanding the complex cultural and identity struggles of migrants.
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