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ABSTRACT

While French legal scholarship traditionally
categorizes confessions (iqrar) as simple (iqrar
sadeh), absolute (iqrar muqayyad), and compound
(igrar morakkab), this study establishes that
Islamic jurisprudence fundamentally distinguishes
between simple confessions and compound
confessions, with the latter comprising both
descriptive (iqrar mawsif) and absolute subtypes.
Conventional interpretations of Articles 1282 and
1283 of the Iranian Civil Code maintain that the
former governs the indivisibility of descriptive
and absolute confessions, while the latter regulates
divisible compound confessions. This study,
however, demonstrates through jurisprudential
analysis that Article 1282 embodies the general
principle of the indivisibility of compound
confessions, whereas Article 1283 constitutes an
exception to this principle, applying specifically
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to those compound confessions (descriptive or absolute) exhibiting internal
contradictions regarding the confessor's liability or exoneration. The proposed
interpretation not only provides greater systematic coherence to the principle
of indivisibility but also reveals the conceptual limitations of prior readings
that treated Article 1283 as merely governing divisible compound confessions
without establishing their exceptional character vis-a-vis the general rule of
indivisibility.

Keywords: Confession (Iqrar), Analysis, Compound Confession (Igrar
Morakkab), Absolute Confession (Iqrar Muqayyad), Descriptive Confession
(Iqgrar Mawsiif).
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[Extended Abstract]

While the dominant classification in Iranian legal literature, influenced by
the French legal system, divides confessions (iqrar) into three categories -
Simple Confession (iqrar sadeh), Absolute Confession (iqrar muqayyad), and
Compound Confession (iqrar morakkab) - this study demonstrates that, based
on Islamic jurisprudence, confessions are fundamentally categorized into only
two types: Simple and Compound. Compound Confessions, in turn, may be
subdivided along three analytical dimensions: (1) the nature of the second
component - whether it qualifies or describes the first (yielding Qualifying
Confession [iqrar muqayyad] and Descriptive Confession [iqrar mawsif]);
(2) whether the second part is explicitly stated or implied (Verbal Compound
Confession vs. Implied/Conceptual Compound Confession); and (3) the logical
relationship between the components - Connected (mortabet) or Disconnected
(gheyr-e-mortabet).

This paper challenges three major assumptions of the tripartite classification.
First, it refutes the claim that only Compound Confessions involve secondary
components that contradict legal presumptions (khilaf al-asl). For example,
the confession “I received the item from the plaintiff as a gift (hiba), not a
loan (qard)” contradicts the presumption against gratuitous transfers (‘adam al-
tabarru®), yet it is best categorized as a Descriptive Confession, not Compound.
Second, the structural argument that Compound Confessions are inherently
multi-clausal while Qualifying and Descriptive Confessions are not, is shown
to be invalid. A statement such as “I owe 100,000 tomans, but it is deferred
(mu’ajjal)” also includes two clauses, yet it constitutes an Absolute/Qualifying
Confession. Third, the idea that Compound Confessions uniquely refer to
independent post-creation acts is not sustainable. In cases where the confessor
states, “I am indebted, but we agreed three months later to postpone the
payment,” the secondary component also refers to a post-obligation agreement,
yet the confession remains Qualifying, not Compound.

A critical legal reinterpretation of Articles 1282 and 1283 of the Iranian
Civil Code is also offered. While prior scholarship views Article 1282 as
covering indivisible Descriptive and Qualifying Confessions, and Article 1283
as addressing divisible Compound Confessions, this study argues that Article
1282 sets a general rule of indivisibility for all types of confessions, while
Article 1283 introduces an exception for cases where the two components
produce contradictory legal consequences - namely, liability vs. exoneration -
regardless of formal categorization.

This framework is corroborated by judicial practice. In Supreme Court
Ruling No. 263 (14/3/1330 [June 5, 1951]), the court held that the statement
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“I received the amount claimed, but it was as collateral (rahn)” was divisible.
According to traditional classification, this confession - being Descriptive
- should have been indivisible and governed by Article 1282. However, the
court correctly applied Article 1283, recognizing that the components had
incompatible legal effects.

Consequently, this study concludes that Iranian judicial practice aligns more
closely with the revised classification grounded in Islamic jurisprudence than
with the older tripartite model. The proper legal approach should focus on the
logical consequence of the confession’s components - particularly whether
they generate mutually exclusive legal outcomes - rather than formal linguistic
structure or assumptions about temporal sequencing. This has significant
implications for procedural justice, the adjudication of civil claims, and the
interpretation of civil code provisions concerning confession in Iranian law.
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- von Lingenthal, Zachariae & Karl Eduard. Course De Droit Civil Francais. Strasbourg:
F. Lagier, 1846.

- Collin, P. H. Dictionary of Law. Fourth edition. London: Bloomsbury publishing, 2004.
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