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One of the most important issues of maritime law is maritime transportation and the civil
liability of the operator, and its importance is greater than that of land and air transporta-
tion because its costand ease are greater, and at the same time, its role in the development
of international trade is in comparison. It is more important with other transportations.
The maritime transport of goods in international law is regulated by the provisions of
three different major conventions: the Hague-Visby Convention of 1924, the Hamburg
Convention of 1987 and the recently adopted Rotterdam Convention of 2008. There-
fore, depending on which of these conventions they have joined or have incorporated
its provisions into their domestic laws, different countries have based the international
transportation of goods by sea on different structures. The basis of responsibility of the
carrier in each of these three conventions is different, while it is based on fault. Regard-
ing the basis of responsibility of the transport operator in these conventions, according
to the Iranian maritime law, there is a difference of opinion, and most of them believe
that it is based on the assumption of fault. While liability in the Hamburg regulations
is based on the assumption of liability. And the regulations of Rotterdam, while basing
the responsibility on the assumption of fault, but in detail, the burden of proving the
claim has been divided evenly between the claimant and the operator in each of the
stages of proving the claim. It is based on responsibility. This article, with acomparative

transport operator . approach, has tried to study the basis, conditions and responsibility of the operator in
international sea transportation contracts according to the regulations of The Hague,
Hamburg and Rotterdam.
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