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Ernst Kiihnel

Oleg Grabar

Sheila Beller

T.Samarina. A.-M. Schimmel and Phenomenologyical Approach

phenomenon (n.): 1570s, “a fact directly observed, a thing that appears or is perceived, an occurrence,” especially a
regular kind of fact observed on certain kinds of occasions, from Late Latin phaenomenon, from Greek phainomenon
“that which appears or is seen,” noun use of neuter present participle of phainesthai “to appear,” passive of phainein
“bring to light, cause to appear, show” (from PIE root *bha- (1) “to shine”). Meaning “extraordinary occurrence”
is recorded by 1771. In philosophy, “an appearance or immediate object of experience” (1788). The plural is
phenomena. (https://www.etymonline.com/word/phenomenon)

Wilfred Cantwell Smith

Friedrich Heile

Calligraphy and Islamic Culture (1984)

Highlights of Persian Art

10. Mystical Dimensions of Islam

11. Asthrough A Veil: Mystical Poetry in Islam

12. Im Namen Allahs, des Allbarmherzigen. Der Islam

13. René Guénon
14. Frithiof Schuon
15. Titus Burkhardt

16. Movement

17. Gerardus (Gerard) van der Leeuw; See: van der Leeuw, Gerardus (1925). Einfithrung in die Phdinomenologie der

Religion. Miinchen: Verlag Von Ernst Reinhardt

18. Friedrich Heiler (1892- 1967); German theologian and historian of religion
19. deus absconditus =hidden God
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20. Friedrich von Hiigel (1852- 1925)

21. Spiritual Perspective and Human Facts

22. Intuition

23. émoyn = epokhé = cessation = (in philosophy) suspension of judgment (Liddell & Scott, 1940)
24. Sharpe, Eric J. (2003). Comparative Religion: A History. (2th Ed.) London: Gerald Duckworth & Co. Ltd
25. Heart the of Eye
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Abstract

Both Seyyed Hossein Nasr and Annemarie Schimmel are well-known researchers. They
have conducted research on Islamic calligraphy that have been of interest for researchers
in the field of Islamic Art. Nasr is one of the famous contemporary philosophers who is the
harbinger of perennial philosophy, and Schimmel is a philosopher and researcher who is
known as a Hermeneutics phenomenologist. Both researchers have important studies in the
field of Islamic spirituality, which are a reference for academic research. At first, it seems that
these two scientists have the same view about Islamic calligraphy, but with a closer view at
their works the differences and similarities are revealed, which can be considered a sample
of the convergence and divergence of phenomenological view and perennial philosophy. The
purpose of this comparative study is to investigate Nasr and Schimmel's views about Islamic
calligraphy and its spiritual aspects. The research question refers to the purpose of the study;
What are the differences and similarities of Nasr and Schimmel’s views about the spiritual
aspects of Islamic calligraphy? And what are the limits of the convergence and divergence of
their views? The research method follows comparison of views and theories, analyzing and
interpreting them, and obtaining concepts. The method of gathering data was based on library
sources. The result of the comparison indicated that despite the qualitative and semantic study
of Islamic calligraphy by both researchers, considering that Schimmel’s approach emphasizes
cultural context, historical evolution and interdisciplinary research, the results of her studies
are interpretations based on the minds and experiences of humans in the Islamic societies.
While Nasr’s approach is based on metaphysical interpretations, which in his view is the main
source of tradition and the factor of achieving perfection and understanding beauty. Therefore,
Nasr emphasizes the metaphysical and cosmological aspects of calligraphy, which are rooted
in the teachings of the Qur’an and revelation of Islam, as well as Islamic philosophy, while
Schimmel’s focus on the study of calligraphy is deeply intertwined with the manifestations of
Islamic mysticism and the cultural context of Muslims.

Keywords: Islamic calligraphy, Schimmel, Nasr, Traditionalism, Phenomenology, Spirituality
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