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Abstract o
This research examines the legal

challenges of Mars ownership from the
perspective of the 1967 Outer Space
Treaty. The present study, using a
descriptive-analytical method and library
resources, first examines the current legal
framework governing space activities and
then analyzes the conflicts arising from
Mars  exploration and exploitation
programs by governments and private
companies. The research findings show
that the 1967 Treaty, despite emphasizing
fundamental principles such as the
prohibition of national acquisition and the
peaceful use of space, suffers from serious
ambiguities in key concepts such as
private  ownership  and  resource
exploitation. After examining possible
future scenarios, this research proposes
solutions such as drafting an additional
protocol to the existing treaty, establishing
an international supervisory body, and
designing a special dispute resolution
system. The innovation of this research
lies in providing a comprehensive analysis
of the complex interaction of
technological, political, and legal factors in
the issue of Mars ownership and proposing
a balanced framework for addressing these
challenges.

Keywords: Mars Ownership, Outer Space
Treaty of 1967, International Space Law,
Space  Resources, Private  Space
Companies.
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1- Outer Space Treaty, 1967: The foundational international treaty governing activities in space,
prohibiting national appropriation of celestial bodies and emphasizing peaceful use

2- National appropriation: The claim of sovereignty or ownership by a state over any part of outer
space or celestial bodies, prohibited under Article II of the Outer Space Treaty
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3- Space Act 0f 2015
4- Outer Space Treaty, 1967, Article IT
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9- International Court of Justice, 1996

10- Moon Agreement, 1979: An unratified treaty declaring lunar resources the common heritage
of mankind and requiring an international regulatory regime for exploitation

11- Moon Agreement, 1979

12- U.S. Commercial Space Act, 2015
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17- COPUOS (Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space)
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31- Commercial Spaceflight Federation, 2023
32-U.S. Congress, 2023

33- Historical Society of Space Exploration, 2023
34- International Astronomical Union, 2023
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