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Abstract

There are a traditional and a modern reading of the principle of
nulla poena sine lege (No Penalty without a Law). According to
the former reading, a behavior is a crime only if before it is
committed a punishment has been determined for it in the law
enacted by the legislature.According to the latter reading, it is not
necessary that only parliamentarians act as legislators, but other
government bodies can also criminalize in order to protect the
society against inherently dangerous behaviors that have not been
criminalized by the parliament.The selection of each of these
readings depends on the type of ideology accepted by different
governments.

In this comparative study, the quality of inference from the
principle of nulla poena sine lege was compared in the context of
totalitarian and liberal ideologies, and the Sharia ideology
governing the Iranian legal system.

he results show that the autocratic regimes of Fascism and Nazism
did not adhere to any of the readings.

In contrast, since the rule of law is one of the principles of
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