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The perception of architectural spaces is influenced by several factors,
including gender, culture, and social background. This study, with the aim of
investigating the impact of gender differences on the perception of architecture,
has selected the Mirza Kouchak Museum House in Rasht as a case study. This
house, which is considered an outstanding example of traditional Gilan
architecture, provides an opportunity to analyze the behaviors and perceptual
reactions of women and men when encountering architectural space. The
research method includes questionnaires, observation, interviews, and analysis
of visitor behavior. The data were analyzed using descriptive and analytical
techniques in the field note format of observations in the course of the article.
The results show that women pay more attention to decorative details and
sensory elements of the environment, while men focus on general aspects and
spatial function. Also, open spaces and verandas of the house are more
attractive to men, and interior spaces with decorations and lighting are more
meaningful to women. This study suggests that architectural design should
consider gender differences in perception in order to provide a more balanced
and effective experience for all users. Especially in historical and cultural
spaces, the use of indigenous elements and designs that are appropriate for
gender perceptions can strengthen visitors' sense of belonging and connection
to the environment. The findings of this research can help architects and
designers create balanced and effective architectural spaces for both genders.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, Iranian architecture, especially in
Gilan, has moved towards following a series
of rules and regulations, and most of the
houses built in the last few decades do not
have a local identity and were built solely
based on a series of regulations. Today's
houses may be beautiful in one sense, but
they are not felt by people. Feeling;
something we witnessed after visiting Mirza's
house. Miraz's house had a meaning of
beauty and identity for all Gilani people, but
for visitors who saw the house from other
provinces, it only meant beauty. This means
a sense of belonging that all Gilani visitors
felt, and a large part of their understanding of
the space of that house was based on their
culture and place of residence, which was
Gilan. So we can conclude that culture
affects people's understanding of space.
Another thing that can be mentioned is the
extensive use of wood in that house, which
attracted the attention of all visitors,
especially women, and they communicated
with them by touching the wood and other
materials. Since women's sense of touch is
several times greater than men's, it can be
concluded that one of the ways women
perceive the environment is through touching
materials. Another thing is that women find it
easier than men to find a place to take a
photo, and in most of their photography, the
details of the environment are visible. But
men are weaker than women when it comes
to making decisions about this issue, and
women choose places for men to take photos.
Unlike men, women avoid being alone in
their homes for long periods of time, and
they evaluate the home environment based
on its safety, and they try to find a more
crowded place in the house. For example,
when that group of women encountered a
secluded space inside the house, their faces
showed concern, and after a short time and
after contacting us, they no longer had that
feeling of concern on their faces. However,
this did not apply to men, and unlike women
who classify spaces as safe and unsafe, they
entered the house very normally, without
concern, and with a sense of curiosity. In
general, the architecture and urban planning
of each region should be in accordance with

the architectural style of that region,
otherwise people will have less contact with
their city and their homes, and this will cause
problems for those people. When we look at
this issue from the perspective of a society,
these problems will progress beyond these.
Therefore, it is possible to examine the
traditional architecture of each region from a
psychological  perspective and  create
memorable and effective works by
combining the positive points of past
architecture and today's  construction
knowledge and technology, in which both
male and female perceptions are considered
in their design.

Methodology

The research method of this article is a
combination of descriptive, analytical, and
field methods, which includes the following
tools for data collection: 1. Observation and
analysis  of  visitor  behavior.  Field
observations of the behaviors and reactions
of male and female Vvisitors to the
architectural space of the Mirza Kuchak
Jangli  House Museum. 2. Qualitative
interviews: Conversations with visitors to
gain a deeper understanding of their feelings
and opinions when encountering the
architectural space. 3. Questionnaire:
Distribution ~ of  questionnaires among
different groups of visitors to examine the
impact of gender differences on the
perception of space. 4. Quantitative and
qualitative data analysis: Use of descriptive
statistical methods and qualitative analysis to
process the collected data. This combination
of methods allows us to combine empirical
and qualitative data and present more
comprehensive results on the impact of
gender differences on the perception of
architectural spaces.

Results and Conclusion

In this study, the impact of gender
differences on the perception of architecture
in the Mirza Kuchuk Jangali House Museum
was examined. The findings showed that
gender plays an important role in how
visitors interact with the architectural space.
Women paid more attention to decorative
details, colors, lighting, and material textures,
and assessed the safety of the space based on
environmental and social factors. In contrast,
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men had a more holistic view of the space
and focused more on spatial function,
architectural  structure, and historical
elements. These differences indicate the need
for gender-sensitive architectural design that
can provide balanced experiences for all
users. Suggested solutions include the use of
natural and intelligent lighting, the use of
materials and decorative details appropriate
to the sense of touch, and the creation of
safer spaces to increase women's sense of
security. The findings also emphasize the
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