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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The party structure in third world countries, due to the underdevelopment of the
PP: 270-287 masses of the people, can be a suitable structure for the political development of
these countries. Iranian society also did not find enough opportunity and maturity to
form strong political parties during the constitutional era, and during the Pahlavi
era, parties went to the margins of the country's politics and had no role. The
Islamic Republic Party, as the most important political party in revolutionary Iran
and rooted in the ideals of this revolution, played an important role in
institutionalizing political participation and stabilizing the system, especially in the
1980s. This article, using Huntington's theoretical framework of "political
institutionalization" and the research method of "institutional studies approach",
sought to analyze the issue of how the Islamic Republic Party was able to apply the
process of channeling the political participation of citizens in the revolutionary
system in order to stabilize the system. The findings of the study showed that the
Islamic Republic Party was able to play an effective role in the process of
stabilizing the Islamic Republic system and overcoming crises and obstacles that
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

One of the important dimensions of the political
culture of any nation is the level and type of
political participation of its citizens. Political
participation is examined at the process level
based on the division of political culture levels,
and based on the type and method of political
participation, one can understand the political
culture of a nation to a large extent. Political
participation, apart from its effects and quality, is
one of the most important and functional aspects
of political participation, especially in newly
founded political systems. Its importance in
stabilizing or not stabilizing a nascent
revolutionary system is its importance. Many
nascent revolutionary governments, due to the
lack of effective political participation of the
people and social groups, could not overcome the
initial crises of any nascent political system. In
addition, many small revolutionary governments,
such as the Cuban government, were able to
stabilize their government using institutionalized
political participation. On the other hand, political
parties are the best response to development
crises and have the ability to institutionalize crises
of political development and state building. In the
course of this research, an attempt has been made
to examine political participation as an
independent research variable not in the political
behavior of the people such as elections or rallies
but in two levels of institutional political
participation by revolutionary parties and leaders.
Institutionalizing the political participation of the
masses through the "leading party" in many
governments that emerged from the revolution,
such as the Russian Social Democratic Party after
the October Revolution and Mao's Peasant Party
in the Chinese Revolution, played a decisive role
in directing the political participation of the
revolutionary masses in stabilizing the
revolutionary state. Given the importance of the
role of the political party in channeling the
political participation of the masses and
stabilizing the political system, this article seeks
to find an answer to the question of what role the
Islamic Republic Party, as a party that emerged
from the Islamic Revolution of 1979, had in the
political participation of the nation and the
stabilization of the Islamic Republic system,
especially in the initial period of the establishment

of the Islamic Republic system, and how it was
able to make popular political participation serve
the stabilization of the system.

Methodology

The institutional approach focuses on the rules,
procedures, and official organizations of the
government. Its methods include: descriptive-
institutional, legal-formal, and comparative-
historical. This approach uses the techniques of
historians and lawyers and seeks to find the
relationship between political structure and the
stabilization of the political system. It is
recognized as a defining feature of the English
school of politics.

Results and Conclusion

The findings showed that although the Islamic
Republic Party was able to create a kind of unity
in the bureaucratic structure of the newly
established Islamic Republic system in its early
years, i.e., from 1979 to 1981, by intellectually
integrating the elites to take control of the
institutions of the main law of the three branches
of government, namely the Ilegislature, the
executive, and the judiciary, and this unity of the
elites played a very, very important role in
stabilizing the system. It was also able to channel
the political participation of citizens into the will
and ideals of the revolution, making it serve the
stabilization of the system. However, it should not
be taken into account that this party was only
halfway successful in the process of stabilizing
the political system and was never able to become
a "state-building party" in the true sense of the
word. Over time, it became a "state party" with no
real features due to intra-group competition.
Finally, in 1987, it was dissolved due to the
irreconcilable gaps between its right and left
wings. It was only able to play a real role in the
first few years of the revolution until Beheshti's
martyrdom, in the sense of a progressive cadre-
building party. It is suggested that the variables
that were not addressed in this article should be
addressed in the area of the role of the Islamic
Republic Party in political participation and
stabilization of the system, such as addressing the
role of political elites and political institution-
building within the Islamic Republic Party, which
has been neglected in research on the role of the
party in the political history of the 1980s in Iran.
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