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Article Info Abstract

The main goal of this research is to investigate the centralization trend of economic
indicators among the provinces of Iran during the years 2018 and 2022. The current
research method is descriptive-analytical and has a practical purpose. The collection
of information has been done in the form of a library. The analysis of research data
has been carried out quantitatively and through Excel, GIS, and SPSS software.
Therefore, the OPA model is used to weight the indicators, the VIKOR decision
model is used to rank the provinces of the country based on economic indicators,
the CV model is used to evaluate inequalities, and the Kriging interpolation model
is used to interpolate the centralization of economic indicators. The results of this
research show that according to the VIKOR model, during 2018 and 2022, Tehran
province ranked first with the lowest score, followed by Kerman province in 2018
and Yazd province in 2022. The results of the Kriging interpolation model show
that in 2018, the concentration of economic indicators in Tehran created a pole of
development in this province. Still, with the passage of time and development
measures in the country, the focus has reached from Tehran province to other
provinces as well as central provinces such as Kerman, Yazd, and Isfahan and in
border provinces such as Khorasan Razavi, Hormozgan, Bushehr, Khuzestan, and
East Azarbaijan had a better situation than in 2018 which shows the effectiveness of
the government's actions in reducing regional inequality in the country.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Throughout the planning system in lIran,
internal and external wars have led to a
concentration of skilled and capable human
resources in the central provinces. Moreover,
the proximity of these central provinces to the
political capital has resulted in a development
and planning system that, following a core-
periphery planning model, has created a
growth pole in the center of the country.
Consequently, economic indicators have
become more concentrated in  these
geographical areas compared to peripheral
centers, which over time has established a
system of divergence. This situation has led to
the migration of residents from less developed
provinces to more developed ones, disrupting
the spatial distribution of the population
across the country. In this context, the main
objective of this research is to examine the
trend of economic indicator centralization
among lIranian provinces between the years
2018 and 2022. By analyzing the direction of
this concentration, the research aims to
provide an overview of the provinces'
accessibility to these indicators. This goal
corresponds to the main hypothesis of the
research, which states that "it seems that
economic indicators are more concentrated in
the central regions of the country, particularly
in Tehran province."

Methodology

The research method employed in this study
is descriptive-analytical and aims at practical
application. Data collection has been
conducted through library. The statistical
population for this research comprises the 31
provinces of Iran. The data analysis has been
carried out quantitatively using software such
as Excel, GIS, and SPSS. Various methods
have been utilized for data analysis, including
the OPA model for weighting the indicators,
the VIKOR decision-making model for
ranking the provinces based on their
economic indicators, the CV model for
assessing inequalities, and finally, the Kriging
interpolation model for examining the
concentration of economic indicators.

Results and discussion

The results of this research indicate that
based on the distribution of economic
indicators across the provinces of the country
and the VIKOR model, during the 2018 and
2022, Tehran province ranked first with the
lowest score, followed by Kerman province in
2018 and Yazd province in 2022 ranked
second. Furthermore, the results of evaluating
the CV of inequality in the years 2018 and
2022 show that regional inequality has been
on a decreasing trend from 2018 to 2022. To
better analyze the spatial data, the Kriging
method was used, which indicated that in
2018, the concentration of economic
indicators in Tehran created a development
pole in this province. However, over time and
with the implementation of development
initiatives in the country, the concentration
has shifted from Tehran province to other
provinces.

According to the results of this research, in
2018, Tehran province was the center of
development in the country. However, with
the effective developmental initiatives of the
twelfth government in other provinces, by
2022, regional inequality in the country has
decreased, and other provinces have also
shown improvement. Comparing the results
of this study with the research conducted by
Mousavi and Bayramzadeh (2024), Abbasi
Tagi Dizaj and Pashazadeh (2021),
Mosaiebzadeh et al. (2021), and Ahmadi et al.
(2019), it can be noted that Tehran province
has consistently ranked among the top in
terms of development in the country,
indicating the adherence of the national
planning system to the center-periphery
approach. This aligns with the findings of this
study. However, the developmental efforts
undertaken in the country, such as
performance-based budgeting for provinces,
poverty alleviation in provinces through the
enhancement of per capita indicators, and the
decentralization of  indicators, have
contributed to reducing regional inequality in
2022.

Conclusion

Economic centralization refers to the
concentration of economic resources in a
specific area, which leads to increased
inequality and reduced development in
underprivileged regions. This inequality can
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stem from regional centralization, differences
in investment, infrastructure, human capital,
or economic and social policies. Over time, in
accordance with the core-periphery theory,
this  phenomenon  contributes to the
strengthening of the power of the country’s
developed  poles, resulting in  the
establishment of facilities, services, and
efficient human resources in a specific
geographical area. This trend is also
observable in Iran, and an analysis of
economic indicators can illustrate this issue.
In this context, the status of economic
indicators from the years 2018 and 2022 has
been examined to assess the trend of
centralization among the country's provinces.
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