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Background and Aim: Population growth in Iran, estimated at
0.7% in 2023, has led to challenges such as rising poverty,
uncontrolled urban expansion, housing crises, large-scale rural-to-
urban migration, and, most importantly, the emergence of informal
settlements, commonly known as slums. This study aims to
examine the impact of informal settlements on delinquency in
Urmia County.

Methodology: This research employs a descriptive-survey method
with a cross-sectional design. The statistical population includes
residents of informal settlements in the Islamabad and Koshtargah
neighborhoods of Urmia. A simple random sampling method was
used to select 100 participants equally from both areas. Data were
collected using direct observation and a researcher-designed
questionnaire consisting of 20 five-point Likert scale items. The
collected data were analyzed using SPSS software, Pearson’s
correlation coefficient, and the t-test.

Results: The results indicate a significant correlation between
informal settlements and delinquent behavior. Additionally, an
unequal distribution of wealth and migration are positively
associated with an increase in delinquency. Furthermore, relative
deprivation in peripheral urban areas contributes to the emergence
of criminal behavior.

Conclusion: The study reveals a significant difference in
delinquency rates between slum residents and other urban citizens
based on their socioeconomic status. Moreover, there is a positive
and meaningful correlation between residence location,
unemployment rates, and the tendency toward delinquency and
social harm. These findings highlight the direct impact of poor
economic and social conditions in informal settlements on the rise
of criminal behavior in these areas.
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