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Background and Aim: The environmental design of prisons directly
influences the likelihood of criminal opportunities. Poor architecture,
insufficient supervision, and a lack of spatial segregation can
compromise security and exacerbate criminal behavior. In contrast, a
well-planned design—through controlled access and the elimination
of blind spots—plays a crucial role in enhancing security. This study
examines the impact of environmental design on reducing criminal
opportunities in prisons.

Methodology: This study employs a mixed-methods exploratory
sequential design. In the quantitative phase, the statistical population
included 200 male inmates (aged 20 to 60) and 60 prison staff in
Shahr-e Kord, selected through proportional sampling. Data were
collected using a validated questionnaire, with reliability assessed via
Cronbach’s alpha. Exploratory factor analysis was used for data
analysis.

Results: The results indicated that inadequate design in cultural-
educational spaces, visiting halls, sports facilities, and movement
corridors  contributes to increased criminal opportunities.
Additionally, high inmate density, improper segregation of
individuals based on criminal history, and substandard prison
architecture were identified as significant factors influencing crime
occurrence. Reducing contact between inmates with different criminal
backgrounds was proposed as an effective strategy.

Conclusion: The findings emphasize that improving environmental
design, optimizing spatial organization, and enhancing prison
architecture play a pivotal role in reducing crime and increasing
security. These measures are essential for achieving the rehabilitative
and corrective objectives of prisons.
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