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Contextualism in architecture is an approach that seeks to adapt buildings to neighboring

Received: buildings and create a basis for adaptation to future buildings. Therefore, paying

%7/11./2%24 ised form: attention to it can improve the level of quality and satisfaction of the living environment

0;%)62'72602? revised form: of residents. The issue at hand here is to what extent the rules of contextual architecture

Accepted: have been observed in social housing buildings, especially in Mehr housing projects.
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Publisher online: a sense of satisfaction among residents should be evaluated. The present study aimed to

16/02/2025 develop a model of contextual strategies in social housing architecture (Mehr Housing)
in llam province using a mixed method (qualitative and quantitative). The data collection
method in this study was library and field, using interview and questionnaire tools. In the
qualitative part, interviews were conducted with architecture and urban design experts
using the snowball method, which reached theoretical saturation with 12 people. The
theme analysis method was also used to analyze qualitative data. In the quantitative part,
a questionnaire was designed with the help of the concepts extracted in the qualitative
part and then, after confirming its validity and reliability, it was distributed among 384
residents of Mehr Housing residential complexes in Illam province using stratified
sampling. Qualitative data analysis indicated the extraction of 76 selection codes, 25 sub-
themes, and 4 main themes. Quantitative findings showed that physical, historical, socio-
cultural, and natural factors were determined as contextual architectural strategies in
Mehr Housing in llam province. Among the strategies developed, the natural strategy
with an average rank of (2.87) had the highest importance and the historical strategy with
an average rank of (2.12) had the lowest importance.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Housing, as the most basic human need and the smallest unit constituting a settlement, has always been
considered one of the most important needs of societies. Meeting this need for vulnerable groups is of vital
importance (Zhoori et al.,2023). With the aim of providing suitable housing for everyone, especially low-
income groups, and realizing social justice, the Mehr Housing Plan has put a program on its agenda to ensure
suitable and safe housing for all members of the nation, especially low-income groups, and to empower them.
With the aim of strengthening the role of the government in providing housing and creating social justice, this
plan has taken an important step towards improving the living conditions of low-income groups (Amanpour et
al.,2022:104). Over the past centuries, with various advances and developments, various architectural design
styles have emerged and various buildings with distinctive designs and methods have been created. Recently,
due to urban renewal plans in the modern movement, heterogeneity and incompatibility between context and
design have been created (Hajizadeh et al., 2021:3). In Ilam province, like other cities in the country, public and
social housing faces design and architectural challenges. By reviewing the existing studies in the field of
housing in this province, it was found that no research has been conducted on the characteristics of contextual
architecture and its relationship with social housing (Mehr housing). The aim of this research is to present a
model of contextual strategies in the architecture of social housing (Mehr housing) in Ilam province.

Study Area

This study focuses on llam Province and the residents of Mehr Housing Complexes in the four counties of
llam, Darehshahr, Evan, and Dehloran. Ilam Province, with an area of 20,133 square kilometers, is the twenty-
second largest province in Iran and is located in southwestern Iran and the Zagros Mountains. The province
borders Iraq to the west (425 kilometers of shared border), Khuzestan to the south, Lorestan to the east, and
Kermanshah to the north, and together with Khuzestan, it shares Iran’s longest international border with Iraq.
The capital of this province is the city of llam, which is located in the west of the country and is adjacent to the
counties of Sarabeleh, Evan, Mehran, Dehloran, and Abdanan. Mehr Housing Projects have been implemented
in different locations in these four counties: In llam County, these complexes are located in Janbazan
Township, Shahrdari Boulevard, and near Malek-ol-Shoara Crossroads. In Darreshahr, located on the slopes of
Mount Kabirkuh and along the Seymareh River, Maskan Mehr has been built on Imam Reza Street and the
Shahid Tahmasb Aghajani area. Evan County, the second most populous city in the province and the
northernmost point of Ilam, hosts these projects on Imam Khomeini Boulevard and Ahmadi Street. In
Dehloran, which borders Iraq and Khuzestan, Maskan Mehr has been built on North Attar Street.

Material and Methods

This research is applied in terms of purpose and is a mixed-method research using both qualitative and
quantitative approaches. The most important tool used to collect the data required in the first part of the
research in order to achieve a model of contextual strategies in social housing architecture is in-depth
interviews. In the qualitative part, an interview was conducted with architecture and urban design experts using
the snowball method, which reached theoretical saturation with 12 people. Also, the qualitative-inductive
method of grounded theory (including open coding, axial coding, and selective coding stages) was used to
analyze the qualitative data. In the quantitative part, with the help of the extracted concepts, a questionnaire
was designed and then, after confirming its validity and reliability, it was distributed among 384 residents of
the National Housing Complex in llam province using the stratified sampling method.

Result and Discussion

Analyzing contextualism and presenting a strategy model in the architecture of Mehr housing in llam province
can lead to the creation of housing that not only meets the residential needs of the people, but also harmonizes
with the cultural and social identity of the region. This issue has attracted the attention of many researchers, and
we will examine some of them below. The results of the research by Sohangoo et al (2022). showed that the
impact of physical factors on housing shows that dilapidated urban textures face structural and functional
problems and require attention to their economic, cultural, social, and physical characteristics in housing
design. Also, the results of this research show that the social dimension is one of the most important criteria for
the desirability of housing in dilapidated textures, and there is a big difference between the characteristics of
desirable housing in dilapidated textures and the general patterns presented in new constructions.
Hassanzadeh(2020) showed in a study that socio-cultural factors are effective in urban housing architecture and
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construction. Therefore, the effect of socio-cultural factors in urban housing architecture and construction
shows that housing must meet the physical and spiritual needs of humans and at the same time create attractive
and safe neighborhoods with regard to ecological, cultural and economic issues. Sustainable housing, as an
important concept in sustainable urban development, must respond to the biological needs of the current
generation and at the same time pay attention to the cultural and social issues of society. The results of the
qualitative data of the present study indicated the extraction of 76 concepts, 25 subcategories and 4 central
categories. The results obtained from individual factors and statistical data show that out of 384 respondents,
547 percent were men and 53 percent were women. 31.7% participated in the age group of 18 to 30 years,
41.7% in the age group of 31 to 45 years, 17.9% in the age group of 44 to 60 years, and 8.8% in the age group
of over 61 years. The frequency of participants in the under-diploma group was 21.3%, in the diploma group
25%, in the post-diploma group 14.6%, in the bachelor's group 25%, in the master's group 1.71%, in the
doctoral group 6.3%, and the highest rate was related to the diploma and bachelor's education groups.
Quantitative findings showed that physical, historical, socio-cultural, and natural factors were determined as
contextual architectural strategies in the national housing of llam province. Among the developed strategies,
the natural strategy with an average rank of (2.87) is considered the most important contextual strategy in the
social housing architecture of Ilam province. This strategy includes indicators of adaptation to climatic
conditions and respect for nature and environmental protection. After that, the physical strategy with an average
rating of (2.59) is the second most influential strategy in the architecture of social housing in Ilam province.
This strategy includes form and shape, proportions, material details, colors, geometry, access, orientation,
landscape and perspective, site topography, urban texture and scale. And the historical strategy with an average
rating of (2.12) is the last strategy developed in the architecture of social housing in llam province, which has
architectural indicators that are appropriate to the past of the region, identity, unique features and collective
memories, preserving local authenticity and the color of belonging, paying attention to buildings and including
historical monuments around and the connected urban space system.

Conclusion

According to the results obtained, it is concluded that for the design and architecture of social housing (national
housing) in llam province in order to achieve sustainable development goals, it is necessary to pay attention to
the context and its related factors, namely natural, physical, socio-cultural and historical strategies.

Key words: contextual strategies, social housing, Mehr housing, architecture, llam province.
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