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of the rural development of this province, the development framework should be planned in the
form of territories. Then emphasis and attention should be paid only to the elimination of domestic
shortages, development of services and provision of production facilities, emphasis on programs
and plans to increase production and such issues should be reduced.

© the Author(s).

Publisher: University of Sistan and Baluchestan

1. Introduction

Territorial development is understood as a process to create, preserve and distribute wealth in society. which
suggests economic competition and flexibility, integrated spatial development, social cohesion and
environmental resource management. Therefore, it has two directions; First, it will be an explanation of the
basic and almost always implicit concepts of space and time in economic theories. And secondly, by playing a
far more ambitious role, it can provide new foundations for the concepts of political economy by placing the
territory in the center. On the other hand, rural land development emphasizes the necessity of production
transformation and simultaneous institutional change of a specific territory in order to reduce rural poverty,
eliminate growing inequality and revive rural areas as explicit goals.
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Based on the aforementioned, there is a perception that the approaches used in rural development in Lorestan
province have still not been able to create the development that is appropriate for them. However, if the
regional development framework were based on territorial development criteria, it could have made a
significant contribution to the progress of rural settlements in this province.

2. Materials and Methods

The current research is applied in terms of purpose, and descriptive-analytical and survey in terms of its nature
and method. In general, the research process can be described as follows: The direction of the research is
applied and developmental research. The paradigm in question is positivism type. The approach of the research
was primarily comparative, then inductive. The purpose of the research was survey and discovery. To analyze
the data, parametric analyzes such as the dependent t-test were used.

3. Results and Discussion

Contrary to the proposed model of Lorestan province's improvement approach, the previous and past
weaknesses and problems of the province still remain strong. So that the two cities of the province
(Khorramabad and Boroujard) have maintained their superiority in terms of employment, services, facilities,
etc. If the potential of the cities has shown the reverse of this trend. On the other hand, the trend of changes in
the size of the rural population of Lorestan province shows that the share of the rural population of the province
is always the country's rural population has decreased. Lorestan province in 1976 with a rural population of
677,689 people, equivalent to 3.48% of the total rural population of the country. Although the size of the rural
population increased until 2016, but its share in the whole country, it has decreased to 3.11%. The employment
share of the active population of ten years and more in the entire province was 34.8%. While this percentage
was 38.8% in the rural community. The superiority of the employment share in the main economic sectors of
the whole province has been with the service group. However, this superiority is in rural society with
agricultural group. The largest number of job opportunities were created in the cities of Borujard, Khorramabad
and Chegani, respectively. Also, the number of people employed in these cities has been superior to other
cities. Therefore, the amount of active rural population is in a good condition. If nearly 39% of this population
are employed. Among the rural community, the share of this amount of employment among the main economic
sectors belongs to the agricultural group. which will be considered as a weakness. Because this issue should be
strengthened in other economic groups. Also, the job opportunities created among the cities are unequal.
Although this issue is affected by the population of each point. But this approach originates from the unlimited
concentration of population in the regions, which will not be correct based on the balanced development
approach.

due to large migration from the villages, unemployment and lack of success in earning income and making a
living in the villages are not visible. Among the most important reasons for the increase in the unemployment
rate of the province are cases such as: The loss of a significant part of agricultural jobs due to continuous
droughts; The low value added in the agricultural sector and the lack of adequate training to increase
productivity. improving added value; The lack of balanced development of the cities of the province (this issue
is one of the important factors of widespread migration from other cities) to the center of the province); lack of
transformation industries commensurate with the advantages of the agricultural sector; lack of development of
various industries in the province; increase in the number of university graduates and the lack of related jobs;
And the predominance of public culture has been in the inclination and tendency to get involved in government
jobs and increase the rate of economic participation. . According to the surveys and observations, informal
employment in Lorestan province is 54%, of which 26% is in the company. and 28 percent are in informal
enterprises. The province's informal employment is low due to the level of income and instability of the
economy is higher than the official economy and without a doubt This situation leads to the rise of
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unemployment statistics and suitable job opportunities. It destroys what is worthy of education for young
people. Also, considering that rural employment in this province relies on the agricultural sector, The
underemployment rate of the province was also high and there was no complementary rural economy and
occupations that could be complementary. If the household economy is rural, it has caused the migration of
rural people to the cities.

As it is clear in the average results of paired samples of items, there is a relatively high difference between
them. For example, between the degree of importance and the existing situation in items such as paying
attention to solving internal deficiencies, emphasizing on solving internal problems, developing the process of
industrialization of villages, paying attention to native and local capacities, respectively, 0.79, 1.26, 0.97, 0.98
percent difference. Since the degree of difference of most pairs is higher than the basic value, therefore the
level of difference between the groups is confirmed and significant. In a way, this shows that the correlation of
most items was low and even negative. This means that, despite the importance of the issues raised in rural
development, their current situation has not been adequately assessed. Therefore, the prevailing structural and
executive framework in the rural development of Lorestan province has emphasized the top-down dimensions,
agricultural promotion, integrated and bottom-up development. And the least attention of this system has been
to the dimensions of empowerment, actor-oriented, network development and smartness. Therefore, based on
the rural development patterns mentioned in the research, it can be said that the rural development pattern of
this province has been top-down.

4. Conclusion

In the results obtained from the statistical analysis of the questionnaires, it was determined that the structure
and planning system in the development of rural areas of Lorestan province is very little consistent with the
territorial approach. Therefore, it is suggested that in the rural development planning of Lorestan province, the
development framework should be planned in the form of territories; Emphasis and attention only on solving
domestic shortages, developing services and providing production inputs, emphasis on programs and plans to
increase production, etc. should be reduced; The planning should be aimed at strengthening empowerment
structures, actor-oriented, network development and intelligentization; evaluate current policies and design
future policies; cooperation with sector policy makers and competent institutions, and multi-level and multi-
sector governance should be considered; Optimize current institutional structures for integration and
participation; Coordination between the central government, management authorities, regional bodies and
stakeholders should be at the top of planning; There should be horizontal and vertical integration in the local
community, formal and informal institutions and structures; In addition to exploiting indigenous resources and
assets, they should improve their level; There should be alignment between actors, tools, facilities and
infrastructures; The participation of local and regional authorities and many civil society organizations such as
associations, ethnic minorities and women should be considered; local institutions should be placed at the
forefront of problems; strengthen the link between the actors who form different networks; And social cohesion
should be better strengthened in the territories.

Keywords: Rural development, Territorial development approach, Rural areas of Lorestan.
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