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Objective: Economic challenges and employment issues in rural areas have led to
increased attention toward innovative forms of tourism, such as agricultural tourism. In
recent years, agriculture in many regions of the country has faced difficulties, but
leveraging existing agricultural capacities can facilitate the development of agricultural
tourism activities and attract tourists as a complementary sector to agriculture. A crucial
factor in this regard is the willingness of the local community to participate in the
development of this type of tourism. Therefore, the present study investigates the extent
of local community willingness to engage in the development of agricultural tourism in
the Siyahkalrud Rural District of Rudsar County.

Methods: This study is applied in terms of purpose, employs both documentary and field
methods for data collection with a quantitative approach, and is descriptive-analytical in
nature. The statistical population consists of residents of rural settlements in the
Siyahkalrud Rural District, comprising 1,942 households. Using Cochran's formula, a
sample size of 385 households was selected. To analyze the data, various statistical tests
were employed, including binomial tests, Friedman ranking tests, Spearman correlation,
Mann-Whitney U tests, and Kruskal-Wallis tests.

Findings: The findings indicate that in all assessed indicators—including economic,
social, infrastructure services and facilities, and agricultural tourism activities—the
majority of respondents demonstrated a willingness above the average threshold (3). The
results of the Friedman ranking test reveal that the highest-ranked indicator is agricultural
tourism activities (3.21), followed by economic (3.19), social (1.85), and infrastructure
services and facilities (1.75). Additionally, a strong positive correlation was observed
among all indicators. The Mann-Whitney U test results show that women exhibited a
higher willingness than men, single individuals were more willing than married
individuals, and those with access to agricultural spaces were more inclined to participate
compared to those without such spaces.

Conclusion: The study concludes that rural residents are primarily motivated by
economic factors in their interest in developing agricultural tourism. However, social
factors such as maintaining personal privacy and a lack of familiarity with agricultural
tourism concepts have somewhat influenced their willingness. Nevertheless, with
comprehensive planning, investment in infrastructure, community education, and the
promotion of responsible tourism, it is possible to achieve sustainable agricultural tourism
development in the region, ultimately contributing to the economic and social
improvement of local residents.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

In recent years, alongside global technological advancements and the overall development of
nations, the tourism sector has experienced rapid growth. This expansion has given rise to more
sustainable and specialized forms of tourism, such as rural tourism. Rural tourism is rooted in
the traditions, lifestyles, and core values of rural communities. A prominent subtype of this
tourism is agricultural tourism, which, according to researchers, can be regarded either as a
subset of rural tourism or as an independent form of alternative tourism. Given the importance
of agriculture, many countries have increasingly turned to agricultural tourism in recent years
as a means to complement farming activities. This form of tourism can enhance the agricultural
sector, create employment opportunities, elevate the local economy, and reduce unemployment.
However, agriculture in many parts of the country has been facing significant challenges and is
no longer sufficient to meet the economic needs of farmers. In areas with strong agricultural
potential and an influx of tourists, agricultural tourism can serve as a complementary activity
to support the sector. Yet, the success of such initiatives depends heavily on the cooperative
behavior and willingness of the local community. Key influencing factors include cultural
values, economic expectations, and motivational trends that affect community participation in
agricultural tourism development.

Siyahkalrud rural district possesses considerable potential for the development of agricultural
tourism due to its tourism-friendly environment and a population whose livelihood is primarily
based on agriculture. However, without the active participation and interest of the local
community—and in the absence of awareness—initiating, developing, and sustaining tourism
activities in the area will not be feasible. This research, therefore, aims to assess the attitudes
of the residents of Siyahkalrud towards the development of agricultural tourism.

Methods

This study is a descriptive-analytical research project with a practical orientation. It employs
both documentary and field data collection methods with a quantitative approach. The research
investigates the willingness and participation of the local community (including farmers and
villagers) across 18 villages in Siyahkalrud in the development of agricultural tourism.
According to the 2015 population and housing census, Siyahkalrud has 1,942 households and
a population of 5,241. Using Cochran’s formula and a 5% margin of error, a sample of 385
residents was selected to complete a questionnaire on community willingness toward
agricultural tourism development. The contribution of each village to the sample was calculated
proportionally. A researcher-designed questionnaire was used, with its validity confirmed by
expert opinion and reliability verified using Cronbach’s alpha (o = 0.917).

The data were analyzed using various statistical tests in SPSS, including binomial, Friedman,
Spearman correlation, Mann—Whitney U, and Kruskal-Wallis tests, to examine the attitudes
and participation of the local community and farmers.

Results
Statistical analyses were conducted to assess the willingness of the local community to support
and participate in agricultural tourism development in Siyahkalrud. Based on binomial test
results across four key dimensions:
e Social Index: 45% of respondents expressed above-average willingness to support
agricultural tourism, while 55% showed below-average interest.
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o Economic Index: 70% of respondents displayed above-average willingness, with only
30% below average—indicating that economic incentives are a strong motivator.

e Infrastructure and Facilities: 41% of respondents expressed willingness above the
average, while 59% were reluctant. A major concern was the reluctance of residents to
host tourists in their homes or spare rooms.

o Agricultural Tourism Activities: This dimension had the highest level of support, with
72% showing above-average interest and only 28% below average.

Overall, 61% of respondents across Siyahkalrud demonstrated an above-average willingness to
develop agricultural tourism, while 39% expressed less interest.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that economic motivations are the primary drivers of community interest
in agricultural tourism development. However, social concerns—such as privacy issues and a
lack of familiarity with agricultural tourism—alongside infrastructural shortcomings, hinder
wider participation.

Nonetheless, with comprehensive planning, investment in tourism infrastructure, local
community education, and the promotion of responsible tourism, sustainable development of
agricultural tourism is achievable. This could significantly enhance the economic and social
well-being of local residents.

In summary, the study shows that, given the available resources and the community’s relative
willingness, Siyahkalrud rural district holds substantial potential for the development of
agricultural tourism. This can contribute to job creation, increased income, and the preservation
of local culture and traditions.
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