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Abstract

Freedom is one of the most complex concepts in political philosophy and serves as the most
important criterion for distinguishing democratic and popular systems from authoritarian and
totalitarian regimes. Freedom has also been one of the main demands of the Iranian people
in contemporary history and has been the focal point of many political conflicts in the years
before and after the Islamic Revolution. Importance of freedom in the discourse of the Islamic
Revolution, and the role of two reference social groups in the developments of contemporary
Iranian history, namely intellectuals and clergy, the aim of this research is a comparative study
of the attitudes towards freedom and its dimensions among students and seminarians as symbols
of these two political and intellectual groups. The research method used is a survey, and the
statistical population includes Tehran University and Qom Seminary. The sample size consists
of 480 individuals, evenly distributed between the two groups. Simple random sampling was
employed, and the data collection tool was a researcher-made questionnaire. The findings
indicated that the attitudes of the two groups toward the five dimensions of freedom (freedom
of thought, belief, expression, political, and social freedom) were statistically significant. The
high effect size in all examined dimensions also indicates the significance of the observed
differences between the two groups. The results show that intellectual interaction and social
convergence between these two groups may play an important role in reducing tensions and
conflicts in the social and political sphere of the country.
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