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1. Introduction

For the past two centuries, the Islamic world has encountered a substantial challenge
in its engagement with Western modernity. On one hand, it has been deeply rooted
in its religious and cultural traditions, while on the other, it has shown a keen interest
in Western scientific and technological advancements. This dichotomy between
tradition and modernity has led to the emergence of three primary intellectual
currents within the Islamic world; traditionalism, modernism, and reformism.
Traditionalists have been strictly committed to Islamic traditions, rejecting any
influence of modernity. Modernists acknowledged the supremacy of modernity and
believed that in order to advance, it was essential to fully detach from Islamic
traditions. Reformists endeavored to synthesize tradition with modernity. This study
concentrates on two less well-known traditionalist movements: Dar al-Argam in
Malaysia in the eastern Islamic world and Boko Haram in Nigeria in the western
Islamic world.

2.The theoretical framework:

This study is not explicitly framed within a particular theoretical framework, though
it implicitly employs Thomas Kuhn’s theory. It posits that Islamic and Western
civilizations exist within two distinct paradigms, rendering their integration or
synthesis unfeasible. Consequently, traditionalist movements have emerged within
the Islamic world.

3.Methodological Framework:

This study is conducted using the comparative method, one of the oldest research
methodologies. Humans are continually engaged in comparing phenomena with one
another. Through comparison, humans come to understand themselves. In essence,
to compare is to be human. It is no coincidence that Leo Strauss posits the
fundamental structure of the human mind is founded on binary logic, which
fundamentally involves understanding through the identification of similarities and
differences. Three models are proposed for comparative methodologies. In instances
where significant similarities exist between the two phenomena under investigation,
the researcher attempts to uncover and highlight the differences by presuming their
similarities. Conversely, when the differences are apparent, the researcher aims to
emphasize the similarities. The third model involves the use of Przeworski and
Teune’s methods of agreement and difference, whereby the researcher seeks to
qualitatively analyze and assess both distinctions and commonalities. This study
employs the third method. This approach entails initially describing, explaining, and
analyzing the Dar al-Argam and Boko Haram movements, followed by identifying
their points of agreement and differences. Through this comparative analysis, a more
precise and comprehensive understanding of these two movements is attained.
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4.Research Findings

Traditionalist movements such as Dar al-Argam and Boko Haram represent a
rebellion against the encroachment of modernity upon their beliefs and traditions.
However, this rebellion, due to its lack of a rational foundation, ultimately results in
failure. The conflict between tradition and modernity has posed a complex and
multifaceted challenge for the Islamic world. To navigate this challenge, it is
imperative for Muslims to delve deeply into their history and traditions, seeking
innovative strategies to harmonize Islamic values with the demands of the present
age.

5.Discussion and Result

Traditionalist movements within contemporary Islam have undertaken active and
varied roles. Regrettably, the superficial interpretation of the religious texts
promoted by these movements has tarnished the image of Islam, portraying it as an
irrational and violent religion. However, a scientific and nuanced perspective does
not generalize all traditionalist movements. As demonstrated in this study, there are
differences even among the most traditionalist Sunni intellectual currents within the
Islamic world, not to mention among the reformist Islamic movements. Nonetheless,
a detailed examination of the Dar al-Argam and Boko Haram movements provides
numerous lessons that can serve as a guiding light for other Muslim communities.
The greatest lesson is the inefficacy of traditionalist thought in the era of technology
and modern rationality. Regardless of how deeply traditionalist movements immerse
themselves in spirituality, they are unable to provide suitable solutions to the needs
of contemporary humanity. Furthermore, other traditionalist movements such as the
Taliban and ISIS must come to their senses and realize that disregarding modern
science results in rejection by the people of the present era. People today, upon
witnessing scientific evidence ridicule those who oppose polio vaccines or deny the
Earth's roundness. However, this does not imply the success of modernist
movements such as the Ba’ath or reformist movements such as Ennahda in Tunisia.
They also struggle to balance between Islamic traditions and Western modernity.
Given that it was not possible to analyze modernist and reformist movements in this
study, readers are advised to examine their roles in the contemporary and future
political landscape of the Islamic world. Additionally, it is recommended to examine
the distinctions in the militant strategies between traditionalist movements such as
Boko Haram and axis of resistance such as Ansarullah or Hamas.
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