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Abstract

The inevitable role of villages and their increasing importance in the development
process and national economy of countries has been widely discussed in the global
development literatures. Villages are the smallest territorial space in the country's divisions
that enjoy from high potential for advancing national development. In other words, the

village is considered as an economic, social and cultural, infrastructural, environmental and
I also political and security entity, and fundamental unit of national development, whose
development requires to appropriate governance. Since the country's development programs
can be considered as a practical tool in the governance of the country, so, the main purpose

Research Paper

3??\/‘;:;\/;82'4 of this study is to analyze the pathology of rural _deve_lopment_in the _fif_th and si_xth
Revised: development programs of Iran. '_rhe res_earch method in this study is descriptive-analytical
24 June 2024 and the qata collection too!s are I|t}rary, internet an(_j related documents. The present research
Accepted: method is content a_naIyS|s and is |.mplemented in three stages. In suc_h a way Fhat the
11 August 2024 contents in the text include legal articles, macro-program objectives (main categories) and
Published: strategies (sub-categories) in development programs that have been divided into the above
20 November 2024 five axes and finally, the rural development model has been drawn. Then, for the purpose of
P.P: 11-34 pathologyof intended programes, the extracted patterns have been compared with the
comprehensive model of sustainable rural development. The results of the study show that

the rural development model in Iran is not sustainable and the environmental dimension has

always been neglected. Also, these patterns are not balanced, because they have emphasized

more on economic development, infrastructure and civil engineering programs and have

been less of a focus for planners on social, political and security dimensions. Therefore, in
terms of policy-making, the need to observe the principles of sustainability and balance in
rural development planning in future programs can determine the sustainability of rural
| development.
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