\ol. 11 | No. 40 | 2024 |

https://andishehsiyasi.ri-khomeini.ac.ir

https://doi.org/10.22034/jpti.2025.503116.1398

The Issue of Women: A Comparison of the Discourses of Political
Islam and Fundamentalism

Seyed Sadegh Haghighat

Master Professor in the Department of Political Thought at the Imam Khomeini Research Institute and

Islamic Revolution Research Center, Tehran, Iran

ss.haghighat@gmail.com

Article Info Abstract
Article Type: Political Islam is an interpretation of Islam based on the necessity of forming a
. government (according to Sharia). In other words, Political Islam believes in
Research Article i the authority of religion (and Sharia) in political and social affairs. In contrast to
Received: Political Islam, there is non-political Islam, which has no such concerns—though it
2024 /05 / 20 believes in some kind of interaction or intervention of Sharia in politics.

) i Since Political Islam can take on amoderate interpretation, itis possible to distinguish
Revised: ¢ between this term and fundamentalism. Both Political Islam and fundamentalism
2024 /06 / 05 have consistently faced the issue of women. This issue is considered a subset of

their confrontation with modernity. Fundamentalists—and to some Islamists—
Accepted: i have failed to present a coherent synthesis in the face of tradition and modernity,
2024 /07 12 ¢ particularly regarding the issue of women.

Published Online:

2024 /07 /21

Some scholars have characterized religious fundamentalism with three features: a
plan for controlling women, rejection of pluralism, and an effort to integrate religion

i and politics. The difference between Political Islam and fundamentalism in this
¢ regard is that Political Islam can be moderate and non-radical and, to some extent,

accept aspects of modernity.
In response to the question of what Political Islam and fundamentalism think

i about the role and status of women—and what differences exist between these
i two discourses—the hypothesis of this article is that Shiite Political Islam, unlike

Sunni fundamentalism, tries to highlight the role of women in society. Therefore,
it welcomes interpretations that support this view. The perception of this discourse

i regarding the issue of women is a function of its confrontation with the discourse
of modernity.

Revolutionary Political Islam is based on the following concepts: othering in
relation to the West, the use of political and military tools to achieve defined national

¢ interests, opposition to Zionism, and the acquisition of power through revolution.

This paper, preferring a context-oriented approach (over a text-oriented method),
seeks to utilize the terminology of discourse theory and methodology.

Keywords: Women rights, Shii, Sunni, fundamentalism, neo-fundamentalism,

¢ political Islam
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