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Abstract

Introduction: The political arena cannot be imagined without conflicts that create en-
mity and perpetuate the presence of the enemy within it. The intrinsic connection be-
tween politics and enmity is highly prominent in Carl Schmitt’s thought, making the
examination of the keyword “enemy” in his work of great importance. This significance
lies in the centrality of the enemy concept to Schmitt’s philosophy and the issues he
raises surrounding it. This article, focusing on contextual and meta-textual foundations,
revisits Schmitt’s ideas to better understand his thought within the context of his works,
centered around the concept of the enemy. The main focus of this discussion is to ex-
plore the processes that placed the concept of the enemy at the core of Schmitt’s thought
and the goals he pursued, employing Skinner’s method for analysis.

Method: Skinner’s intentional hermeneutic method treats the text as a speech act per-
formed by the author with a specific purpose. Understanding the text requires attention
to both the text itself and the context of its formation, spanning two dimensions: polit-
ical and intellectual geography. Skinner connects the text, the context, and the author,
highlighting the author’s agency and the communicative nature of the text. Beyond their
conveyed meanings, texts hold a latent power that shapes speech acts, and understand-
ing this power offers insight into the author’s purpose. Applying this method involves
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situating Schmitt’s works within the political and intellectual contexts that surrounded
him and interpreting his speech acts accordingly.

Results and discussion: Liberal thought and the Weimar Republic are considered the
most significant hyper-textual variables influencing Schmitt’s thought in both intellec-
tual and political contexts. Schmitt attributes the crises of the Weimar Republic and
the rise of authoritarian governments during this period to the embrace of liberal ide-
as and political romanticism, which he perceived as politically neutral and passive. In
Schmitt’s view, political life is fundamentally grounded in the principle of what is nor-
mal and right. By defining sovereignty through the concept of the “state of exception,”
he identifies its purest form in the confrontation with the enemy, asserting that the most
decisive moments in politics arise when the enemy is recognized with objective clarity.
The state of exception creates conditions in which the state is placed above the law,
aligning with Schmitt’s goal of consolidating state authority. The distinction between
friend and enemy — a core criterion of “the political” — marks the pinnacle of the
enemy concept in Schmitt’s thought. In direct opposition to liberalism, Schmitt rejects
the pursuit of a neutral, conflict-free space where rational understanding and consensus
can be achieved through dialogue, arguing that such a pursuit contradicts the logic of
politics. For Schmitt, any consensus reached through this process is merely a temporary
compromise.

Conclusion: Politics is a realm of contradictions, where enmities are created, devel-
oped, and sustained. Understanding the occurrence of various political events is only
possible through the concept of the enemy and the dynamics of enmity and friendship.
The distinction between friends and enemies is the foundation that shapes and gives
meaning to the behavior of political actors. The ever-present possibility of conflict, as
the ultimate expression of political enmity, hinges on the concept of the enemy, making
it essential for understanding politics itself.
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