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Abstract

Southwest Asia and the North Indian Ocean are important and strategic regions of the
world, which are of great importance in terms of geopolitics and geoeconomics. What is
remarkable is the Islamic Republic of Iran, which is a country that has a good position in
the region in terms of the sea. Therefore, this situation has caused lIran to not be
indifferent to the regions of Southwest Asia and the North Indian Ocean and monitor the
developments in the mentioned regions. The question raised in this research is, what is
Iran's naval strategy to increase sea power in Southwest Asia and the North Indian
Ocean? In response to this question, the author emphasizes the qualitative research
method and the descriptive-analytical method, expressing that according to the general
policies of sea-oriented development, Iran's maritime strategy is not hegemonic but a
peaceful and cooperative strategy. To implement this strategy, Iran has two
opportunities: transportation and energy, which will expand its maritime credibility and
become the foundation of Iran's maritime power. However, the Islamic Republic of Iran
is facing obstacles from its competitors in the region to use these two mentioned
opportunities. Despite this, one of the main goals of Iran's competitors is to isolate the
country. They are looking for the Islamic Republic not to use the two mentioned
opportunities so that the country will be in economic trouble and lack global acceptance
and cause the reduction of Iran's presence in the sea. It also provides the arena for other
regional and extra-regional forces. Therefore, the solution for Iran's strong presence in
both transportation and energy sectors is to activate Chabahar port and pay attention to
regional and extra-regional energy needs. Qualitative methods, library, and internet
sources have been used to investigate my research.
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