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Pathology of Professional Ethics of Urban Planning
Consulting Engineers in Iran

Abstract

Ethics has been defined as a set of spiritual and inner hu-
man traits that arise from human inner dispositions in the
form of actions and behaviors and find external expres-
sion. The increasing complexity of organizations and the
increase in the amount of unethical, illegal, and irresponsi-
ble work in workplaces have drawn the attention of man-
agers and experts to the discussion of professional ethics.
This research seeks to identify ethical gaps in the pro-
fessional community of urban consultants and planners
and examine the ethical dilemmas facing consultants and
employers by designing scenarios to identify the ethical
priorities of each. For this purpose, in developing a theo-
retical framework, first using the library studies method
and then using the Delphi method, after examining the
scenarios at three levels: a) bottom-up levels (builders,
planners, representatives of local communities), b) mid-
dle levels, and c) top-down levels (government sector), a
questionnaire was prepared and 46 people involved in this
field responded to the research questions. The results of
the research indicate the inadequate state of professional
ethics. So that in the 20 scenarios presented, on average,
the opinion of the average people is downward; also, the
main basis of the decisions and behaviors of consulting
companies, rather than being based on solving problems,
is focused on securing their own economic interests, and
they prefer short-term benefits from projects to long-term
benefits of relationships with clients and good reputation
among consulting companies and clients, for this reason
they do not have the ability to withstand the demands of
the employer, which of course is also considered unethical.

Keywords: Pathology, Professional Ethics, Consulting
Engineers, Urban Planner, Iran.
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